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‘LIFE BEGINS’ TREMENDOUS: 
ANOTHER HIT FOR WARNERS 


Fine Production 
‘Of Unusual Theme 


“LIFE BEGINS” 
First National 
Seca eae SS James Flood, 
Elliott Nugent 
Play by......-. Mary McDougall Axelson 
Adaptation and Dialogue..Earl Baldwin 
Photography .............- James Van Tress 


Cast: Loretta Young, Aline McMahon, 
Eric Linden, Glenda Farrell, Preston 
Foster, Clara Blandick, Vivienne 
Osborne, Frank McHugh. 


Mark down another hit for War- 
nre Bros.-First National. 


“Life Begins” is one of those un- 
usual stories, the type exhibitors have 
been yelling for and the kind audi- 
ences will. go out and talk about. And, 
+00, it is down to earth, every foot of 
it, furnishing a brand of entertain- 
ment that no audience, anywhere, will 
deny. It is a show for showmen and 
| how that gang (the few that are left) 
will go for this attraction. 

, How, why and where Warners dig 
up such original story ideas when al- 
most every other studio in Hollywood 
is begging for them, can only be an- 
swered by an expression we heard on 
leaving the theatre: ‘‘Maybe other 


Direction 


studios cannot recognize them.”’ 


The entire running of this picture 
takes place in a maternity hospital. 
It-never leaves that atmosphere for a 
second. Even when a nurse sends an 
anxious and waiting father to a drug 
store on a gag errand to get a can of 
ether, there is still that atmosphere. 
And it. is refreshing, terrifying, as- 
tounding. but at all times ENTER- 
TAINMENT. It reaches the heights 
of tense drama and then drops you 
down to a big laugh. It shows in. 4 
few reels of celluloid the workings of 
such an institution, the people who 
conduct it and the men and women 
who pass through its doors to get its 
benefit. 

This reviewer once had a course in 
medicine, did maternity ward duty, 
thought he knew all there was to be 
known, but the manner in which"‘Life 
Begins’? was presented by Warners. 
the treatment of every sequence of 
the picture, the beautiful direction, the 
fine acting and the excellent produc- 
tion, taught us things we had never 
learned; held us as if it were all new, 
a page from a book we had never 
read, oS 

Women who have been confined, 
who have given birth, will get just as 
much entertainment out of “‘Life Be- 
gins’ (maybe more) as those who 
know little of childbirth. And if you 
don’t think the men.will get a kick 
out of this revelation in motion pic- 


tures, then you’ve finished your guess- 
ing. It is a show for the masses and 
that should mean a smash. 

The entire cast of the picture was 
almost perfection, with the honors 
easily going to Eric Linden as the 
young husband. It is a performance 
you will remember long after you have 
forgotten-the picture. Glenda Farrelf, 
Aline McMahon and Frank McHugh 
should be ranked next, with Loretta 


Young excellent, but with not as much 
to do. The remainder of the big cast 
were distinguished. 

James Flood and Elliott Nugent can 
take plenty of bows for the direction. 
The Earl Baldwin adaptation of the 
play by Mary McDougall Axelson was 
about as finished as anything we have 
seen. in months. The photography of 
James Van Trees effected a perfect 
combination of all the other produc- 
tion elements of the picture. 

As we suggested above, this is a 
show for SHOWMEN, There is noth- 
ing in the cast that will draw. You 
have the brand name of Warner-First 
National to which the public has be- 
gun to look more and more for its 
entertainment. You have to create 
your own draw. But there is plenty to 
create. You have a-sensational topic 
to play with, the most important in 
life—childbirth—backed by a swell 
picture. What more do you want? 
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@ @ @ FROM TIME to time we may have given you a stiff 
pain in the neck........ when we ding-donged one of our Pet 
Theories: 33. 5.10. wit. Se: this film biz is crying aloud 
for a cycle of simple, human stories....... dramas taken from 
the lives of ordinary, everyday folk ....... pictures without 


theatricalism and artificiality........ films that got right down 
tovearth 3% 7. and handled with sympathy and understanding 
the plain Facts of Life........ familiar, everyday things that 


John Public and his wife could go to see .......and come away 
front the theater with a feeling that they had seen a screen 
visualization of matters very close to their hearts ....... and 
such pictures........ we have said again and again 
would go BIG with the Masses and the Classes........ IF some 
producer had the gawdgiven intelligence to up and make ’em.... 


* * * * 


@ @ @ AND,LO..... our prayer has been answered... 

Warners have turned out their First Nash pix........“Life 
Begins’’. .and we are here to state........ without any 
ifs, ands’ or buts Ss oer that this pix is a searching human 
document that will stir the heart and mind and soul of every 
man and woman that views it........ and send them away with 
renewed faith and interest in the Motion Picture........ 


* * k ~ 
@ @ © IT TAKES the situation of a young married couple 
........0n the brink of life’s Greatest Adventure........ the 
advent of a baby........ and facing one of life’s most ironical 
problems........ shall the mother die and the baby live?...... 


* * * * 

® @ @ THAT IS the crux of the entire drama........ but 
what they have done with it!........ every single step in this 
supreme crisis in the lives of two helpless young people is de- 
veloped with consummate artistry...... a fine understanding of 
pease Sei ene its hopes and fears...... _joys and sorrows 
.sacrifices and devotion...... it plays on every emotion 

builds beautiful and soul-stirring moments........ with the 
magic of Sympathetic Understanding...... of Lifes. 6s of Love 
Ee ee of Motherhood ......the eternal longings of a man and 
woman throughout all eternity have been graphically and 
poignantly caught up......and presented to the world in this 


RICCO 
* * Se x 

@ @ ®@ IT IS the hitherto unsung glorification of Woman- 
Hood... the courage and fortitude of Motherhood....... 
no blatant, blustering male heroics........ just the quiet faith 
and resignaticn of a woman........ facing her great crisis 
Ee a when Life Begins........and as such........it should 
bring every woman to the theater: 2925354 and drag every man 
with her .,....: renewing their faith in Life........ in Love 
ao ee the Home .....in a word........makine “is world 
more beautiful and worthwhile for everyone fe — -augh 
to see “Life Begins” 

: * ye * f * * 
® ® ® TO YOU exhibitors....... let us say this........ in 


all earnestness and sincerity. . -here is a picture you can 


SHOUT about. Raine for it has a ‘theme that reaches to the 
heart of the Universe........ plays on all the beauty and tend- 
erness that Life holds........ and your theater will take on a 


distinction and dignity it never. knew for having shown 
a setbpehs human picture that, will linger in the memory of 
everyone....:.... long after most pictures have been forgotten. 
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Warners’ “Life Begins” Is As 
Outstanding As It Is New, Says 
Meehan; And There Are Others 


by LEO. MEEHAN 
Hollywood Staff Corres pordent 


There is no question as to which is the outstanding picture 
previewed the past week. It is ‘Life Begins,” from the Warner- 
First National incubator. The last word is used advisedly, for, 
listen to this, the entire action of the picture takes place in a 
maternity hospital! It deals with birth, and the tragic conse- 
quences which sometimes attend. There never has been a pic- 
ture remotely resembling it; and possibly for story interest,’ 
intense, throbbing drama interlaid with natural comedy (the 
about-to-become-a-father stuff), there never has been a more 
gripping picture. 

Rumors have been leaking out of the Warner plant these past 
several weeks to the effect that “Life Begins” was something 
very unusual, very courageous, daring, sensational. The spon- 
taneous applause which broke out in the preview audience her- 
alded confirmation of previous reports. Women went out with 
tear-stained faces, men with glistening eyes. 

The rather commonplace subject of childbirth has been pretty 
much taboo in pictures up to now. Here is one to challenge 
anyone who thinks it is not a screen subject. Don’t get the mis- 
taken notion it is clinical, either. It is intensely human, under- 
standable, sincere: The Warner production staff and the Hays 
office have worried considerably about the possible reaction of 
censoring bodies. Well, if they don’t pass this one and tack a 
gold star on it, mothers had best quit having babies and studios 
better begin making Grimm’s fairy tales exclusively. 


How to SELL "LIFE BEGINS” 


Here's an epic, if there ever was one, that will cause more 
talk than any other motion picture made. Its appeal is so 
impressive and its theme so daring, that the picture must be 
handled entirely differently from anything you have ever sold. 
Every film authority we have shown ‘Life Begins’ is in thorough 
accord with the treatment followed in this merchandising plan. 


On the next page, we have reproduced in full, a most astute 
analysis of the picture by Terry Ramsaye, Editor of Motion 
Picture Herald. Read this editorial carefully for it tells you 
how to SELL “LIFE BEGINS. 


aE 


Grace Sutton, who has started a 
twenty-year sentence for murder, is 
expecting a ‘‘blessed event’’ and is 
taken from her cell to a maternity 
hospital. She and her husband, Jed, 
are very much in love with each other 
and they have a heart-breaking meet- 
ing in the hospital corridor before 
Grace is taken to the ward. 

T “he game ward is Florette, a 

-asy morals, who keeps the 
pauvicus wmuascd-over her inargkavien 
at being told she is to have twins. 
Arrangements have been made for the 
adoption of the babies, but after she 
sees them she decides to keep them 
hersolf. 

Rose, a Greenwich Village type, lec- 
tures all the women in the ward for 
cuddling their babies too much, there- 
by spoiling them. When her own 
child is born, she is so delighted that 
she immediately snuggles it to her. 

A psychopathic patient causes con- 
siderable commotion by wandering in 
and out of the ward and demanding 
a bed. She imagines she is to become 
a mother and thinks she belongs with 
the other women. She sews incessant- 
ly on baby clothes. As time goes by 
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and the baby does not arrive, she 
finally steals a child belonging to one 
of the other mothers. The nurses 
catch her before she can escape and 
she is taken back to the psychopathic 
ward brokenhearted. 

At last Grace is taken to the sur- 
gical room after a pathetic parting 
from her husband. She is unable to 
give birth to the child, however, and 
the doctors tell Jed that an opera- 
tiga will 6 -aOLOSSixy ak Was ae 
possible to save one or the other, 
but not both. Jed tells them to save 
the mother. 

As she goes on the operating table, 
Grace comes out of a coma, and being 
told of the situation, urges the doc- 
tors to save the child. She is afraid 
to die, but thinks of the long years 
in prison and sacrifices herself so her 
husband will have something to live 
for. 

Jed is furious when he learns his 
wife is dead. As he is leaving the 
hospital, a nurse comes to him and 
places the helpless baby in his arms. 
He sees in the baby girl a resemb- 
lance to his wife, breaks down and 
cuddles it in his arms. 
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OFFICIAL BILLING 


First National Pictures, Inc. 25% 

presents 
“TIFE BEGINS”’ 100% 

with 

Loretta Young—Hric Linden 90% 
Aline MacMahon—Preston Foster—Glenda Farrell 60% 
Dircetea by James L1G96 no ge: 
Co-directed by Elliott Nugent 20% 
A First National and Vitaphone Picture 40% 


PRODUCTION STAFF 


Diretted Oy iA ee ee James Flood and Elliott Nugent 
Based: on: the play by. 303 eae he os Mary McDougall Axelson 
Sorcen Piay Oy. cn eo ee eee Earl Baldwin 
Photowrapiy Py ic ie ee ke James Van Trees 
Bee SOU ROT a a ey | eee Esdras Hartley 
Per SUG tor ie he a eh ape George Marks 


Running Time 


BIOGRAPHICAL SHORTS 


These may be used as either current or advance stories to build up 
player and picture. After using them in “‘Life Begins,’’ file them for 
future use on other Warner Bros. and First National pictures in which 
these players appear. 


LORETTA YOUNG — ‘‘The Ruling FRANK McHUGH — ‘‘The Front 

. Voice,’?? ‘‘I Like Your Nerve,’’ Page,’’ ‘‘Traveling Husbands,’’ 
‘¢Taxi!?? ‘*The Hatchet Man,’’ ‘¢Corsair,’’ ‘‘Union Depot,’’ 
‘¢Play Girl,’?’? ‘‘Week-End Mar- ‘‘High Pressure,’’ ‘‘ Millie, ‘‘The 
riage,’? ‘*They Call It Sin.’’ Crowd Roars,’’ ‘‘The Dark Horse,’’ 

ERIC LINDEN — ‘‘ Young Bride,’’ ‘‘One ‘Way Passage.’’ 
‘<Roadhouse Murder,’’ ‘‘ Are These DOROTHY PETERSON—‘‘ Mother’s 
Our Children,’’?’ ‘‘The Crowd Cry,’’ ‘*She Wanted. A Million- 
Roars,’’ ‘‘Big City Blues.’’ aire,’’ ‘‘So Big,’’? ‘‘Penrod and 

ALINE McMAHON — ‘‘Five Star Sam,’’ ‘‘Beast Of The City,’’ 
Final,’? ‘‘Heart Of New York,’’ ‘<Bought,’’ ‘‘Business and Pleas- 
‘¢Week-End Marriage,’’ ‘‘The ure,’? , * Way) Back’. Honie,’’ 
Mouthpiece,’’ ‘‘One Way Passage’’ ‘¢ Attorney For The Defense,’’ ‘‘Up 

GLENDA FARRELL — Star of the For Murder,’’?’ ‘‘When A Feller 
stage, has appeared on the screen Needs A Friend,’’ ‘‘Cabin In The 
in ‘Little Caesar.’’ Cotton.’’ 

PRESTON FOSTER—‘‘Two GILBERT ROLAND — ‘‘ Woman In 
Seconds,’’ ‘‘ Doctor X,’’ and ‘‘Life Room 13,’’ ‘‘Gigolette,’’ ‘‘Her 
Begins.’’ Cardboard Lover.’’ 
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TERRY RAMSAYE, EDITOR MOTION PICTURE 
HERALD, TELLS YOU HOW TO SELL "LIFE BEGINS’ 


August 13, 1932 MOTION PICTURE HERALD ? 31 


SHOWMEN’S REVIEWS 


PFE RECINS 


(Warner Brothers) 
A Drama of Emotion 


This extraordinary drama will be found 
an automatic box office success—on this 
specific and important condition, that ex- 
ploitation and selling are not permitted to 
interfere with it. 

"Life Begins’ can sell itself and the 
essence of showmanship will repose in per- 
mitting it to do so. 

The career of the production, nation- 
ally and in every separate community, will 
be utterly ruined by ‘'smart'' endeavors 
at trick advertising, ballyhoo lobbies, con- 
tests and the common devices of exploita- 
tion. 

The fact is that there is no descriptive 
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vice of delineation available which can 
have other than a negative effect by the 
creation of pre-conceptions prejudicial to 
the production. 

And lest these precautionary observa- 
tions be taken to imply something other 
than they say, let it be emphatically 
understood that there is no "dynamite," 
no peril of censorship or adverse criticism 
from any source whatsoever in this picture. 
As it is made, it is censorproof and fool- 
proof. It is a picture which can be ac- 
cepted "sight and unseen’ without ques- 
tion for presentation to any audience any- 
where. 

Any endeavor to set forth here a synop- 
sis of "Life Begins'' would but conduce to 
a most certain misunderstanding and tend 
to impulses toward precisely the sort of 
treatment which would impair its box office 
performance. 

To permit the picture to sell itself it will 
be found most advantageous to use every 
possible expedient to give it opportunity to 
create the word-of-mouth wave upon which 
it will find success. This means such pre- 
view showing as may be found possible hv 
the exhibitor, and most certainly invitations 
to representative citizens, officials, club- 
women, and other group leaders of im- 
portance in each community, for the first 
performance if previews are not prac- 
ticable. 

All this perchance may sound unneces- 
sarily mysterious—while in truth it is not 


at all so intended. Every competent show- 


man of experience with the public and the 
wares of the screen is likely to agree when 
once he, too, has seen the picture. It will 
be not only unwise, but positively destruc- 
tive to permit any person to jump at a 
conclusion pertaining to this production. 

"Life Begins is a mingling of tender 
emotion, romance, some glamour, now and 
then a tearful smile, strong contrasts and 
climax—and no biology, in the accepted 
sense of the word, whatever. It is a pic- 
ture for everyone from the early adoles- 
cents upward, but, to be sure, rather be- 
yond juvenile understanding. 

Ta the showman, anart from, ite remark, 
able merchandise qualities, "Life Begins" 
will be found to be a most interesting piece 
of photodrama construction. It is done 
with unity and compression to a deqree 
rarely attained in motion picture produc- 
tion. Its narration is precise, sharp. There 
is never a wavering moment in dialogue 
or direction. The flow of continuity is 
as smooth as a swiftly running belt on a 
finely adjusted, high-speed machine. The 
screen time is seventy-two minutes, which 
will be found to pass like a half-hour. 

It will likely be the concurring opinion 
of most showmen that the surroundina 
program of shorter material and musical 
numbers must be of quality and devoid of 
slapstick and innuendo of any sort that can 
possibly impair the totality of impression 
created by "Life Begins.’ Newsreel ma- 
terial and scenic and adventure shorts will 
be found to present ample contrast and 
relief. Because of the special character 
of the settings and areas of action in ''Life 
Beqins'’ it will be well to see that the rest 
of the pictorial program contains some 
scenes of large scope, long shots of land 
or sea. 

Newspaper and lobbv advertising must 
be done with great restraint of vaerbiane. 
Ma ilhistration of any sort is advisable. 
Quotable local comment will likely be 
abundant after the first preview or presen- 
tation. 

Let “Life Begins’ sell itself—and let it 
alone.. TERRY RAMSAYE 
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— Important — 
FADEOUT NOTE 


The Warner Bros. production department purposely 
continued the final closeup music of “Life Begins” for 
about 15 seconds after the picture’s actual fadeout. This 
will give audiences a chance to wipe their eyes and fully ab- 
sorb the dramatic qualities of the picture before the house 
lights go up. With this in mind, it is of the utmost impor- 
tance that you permit the music to continue and do not flash 
the newsreel or short subject on too quickly. This is good 
showmanship that fits in with the picture’s grippingly effec- 


tive finale. 


Special Previews 
Establish 


Civic, social and organization leaders 


“‘Tife Begins’’ with 


by giving them a special preview. 
, Have your newspaper editors there 
and try to get them to comment on 


the picture in their columns. Use the 
comments for lobby display. Distri- 
bute ‘‘Reaction Cards’’ (see para- 
graph this section) to the preview 
audience as it leaves the theatre. Use 
these cards for lobby display also, 
getting an impressive effect by cover- 
ing a 40-60 with them and standing 
it next to the box-office. Get news- 
paper publicity on the audience’s re- 
action with a story to the effect that 
such-and-such a percentage, following 
tabulation of the cards, found it an 
excellent picture. Run a second story, 


__ Similar to the one in this section on 


“fhe Los Angeles preview audience’s 
reaction, after analyzing the answers 
you receive. 

Address your audience before the 
picture goes on, telling them that you 
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of playing with words. 
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box-office value in this stunt. 
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Ad-Writing Contest 


The idea is to offer prizes for the best advertising copy 
written to fit the ad layout and art at the right, or from an- 
other chosen from those in this merchandising plan. 
the blank ad run in the news sections of the paper, calling 
readers’ attention to the complete ‘‘Life Begins’’ ad in the 
movie section. Suggest that they use the regular ad as a pattern 
in writing new advertising copy for the blank one. Remind 
them that cast, direction and other similar credits must be in- 
cluded in their ads. In more detail, here is the plan: 


1. Promote the necessary space in the newspaper. Run the 
blank ad and the contest details. Show the advertising de- 
partment that the contest will stimulate ad-reading and boost 


Break the contest announcement three days in advance of 
the picture opening, giving all the details of the contest, in- 
eluding the announcement that the winning ad will appear in 
the paper the last day of the run. 

3. Choose judges from the newspaper office, advertising agency, 
chamber of commerce. Theatre manager also to act as judge. 
Entries to be judged from angles of selling value, cleverness, 
attention-getting, professional appearance, good writing, etc. 
Announce, however, that professional advertising people are 


Tell readers to study the ads and enter the fascinating: game 


5. Keep up a steady flow of newspaper publicity and screen pub- 
licity on the contest, keying copy in such a way that readers 
will realize that seeing the picture will help them write their 


6. Contact local schools and colleges to stimulate interest in the 
ad-writing contest among students. 


Get this contest series off to a grand start so its momen- 
tum will carry it right along. There’s intriguing novelty and 


will let the picture speak for itself 
because you are certain of its great- 
ness. Ask them to recommend it to 
their friends without disclosing the 
theme. Be straightforward, brief and 
impressive. Word your talk so those 
present will understand the magni- 
tude of the picture and will be proud 
to go out and tell their friends and 
organizations that they have seen it 
and found it splendid. 


The following types of groups and 
organizations should be ineluded on 
your invitation list for the special 
‘‘Life Begins’’ preview: 

Newspaper Editors and Publishers 

Doctors and Nurses 

School Teachers 

Parent-Teachers Associations 

Civic Improvement Groups 

Women’s Clubs 

Lodges and Fraternal Orders 

City Officials 

Factory Heads 

Society Women 

Boy and Girl Scouts Officers 

American Legion Commanders 

Chamber of Commerce Leaders 


Have 
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Picture Reviews 


Blow up the reviews of ‘‘Life Be- 
gins’? which appear on the cover of 
this merchandising plan and use in 
a 40x60 frame for inner and outer 
lobby display in advance and during 
the run of picture. 

Print the reviews as a special sup- 
plementary herald and give it com- 
plete distribution, via house-to-house 
delivery and mailing. 


Street Banners 


Have an immense banner painted 
and then have it hung across the 
street, reaching from one side of the 
avenue to the other. Do not use any 
catchlines or other copy except the 
title, the date and the theatre. 


Outdoor Campaign 


The paper on ‘‘Life Begins’’ has 
been created to impress the picture’s 
bigness on the public. Tie up every 
available stand in your vicinity. Put 
up one-sheets, three-sheets, six-sheets 
and twenty-four sheets. Double your 
quota, or triple it for this picture. 
But by all means get across the im- 
portance of the picture by a smash 
bill-posting campaign. Extend your 
posting to outlying communities. Uti- 
lize the sides of delivery trucks. An 
outdoor campaign is one of the most 
important means you can use to sell 
the picture. Bill it the way a circus 
does when it comes to town—paper 


everywhere so no one can miss the 
title ‘‘Life Begins.’’ 


LIFE BEGINS FOR WESTPORT 


A new era of prosperity is in the offing. ‘‘Life Begins’? again in in- 
dustry, agriculture and commerce. The country is gaining confidence, en- 
thusiasm. Therefore, make ‘‘Life Begins’ the keynote of a special city- 
wide, all inclusive prosperity drive to stimulate business and activity in 


general. 


Have the chamber of commerce sponsor the drive for increased ac- 
tivity. Have merchants display signs and banners and take newspaper 
space in a giant co-operative ad carrying copy to the effect that ‘“LIFE 
BEGINS” FOR WESTPORT. Supplement the main splash with special 


heralds, street banners, sidewalk stencils, road signs, ete. 


See that every 


package going out of every store carries the message of ‘LIFE BEGINS” 
FOR WESTPORT and credit to the picture for the inspiration of the en- 


tire drive. 


Local civic and social leaders, business men and women should write 
editorials and express their opinions in a newspaper symposium which should 


run daily with inspirational leads and credit to the picture. There will be 
more value in it for you if you have screened the picture for the leaders and thus validate 


the picture’s inspirational value. 


Spot the opinions on signs in prominent localities. 


Don’t overlook a single possibility, calling your newspaper in to help you and the 


Chamber of Commerce in the promotion of the drive. 
abling the Chamber to secure new members, the news- 
paper to increase its advertising lineage, and you to 
boost your showing by setting up ‘‘Life Begins’’ as a 
picture which marks a milestone, not only in movies, 
but in municipal life. Get as much free ad display 
space from the newspapers and stores as you possibly 
can. ; 


By all means conduct the entire affair in the 
most dignified manner possible, at the same time get- 
ting across the enthusiasm you feel and getting the same 
enthusiasm across to the public through the merchants 
and manufacturers associated with you in the ‘‘LIFE 
BEGINS”? FOR WESTPORT drive. 


A FIRST NATIONAL PICTURE 


STRAND THEATRE 


The drive is mutually beneficial, en- 


New Babies 


With the cooperation of merchants, 
offer prizes to babies whose ‘‘life be- 
gins’’ during the week you show 
““Life Begins.’’ Promote prizes which 
will be particularly valuable, such as 
layettes, the first five dollars in the 
baby’s bank account, milk for the 
baby’s first month, a pass for the 
mother, ete. within the discretion of 
yourself and cooperating merchants. 
Use this stunt for newspaper publicity 
on the picture and as a goodwill build- 
er for the theatre. 


LIFE BEGINS 


LORETTA YOUNG @ ERIC LINDEN @ ALINE MacMAHON 


This ad is adapted from Cut No. 13 on Page 12. 


3 BIG LORETTA YOUNG 
TIE-UPS 


Lux Toilet Soap 


Loretta Young is featured by Lux in their movie star advertising 
campaign that is blanketing the country. If you will get in touch 
with the nearest representative of Lever Bros., manufacturers of Lux 
Toilet Soap, he will contact their distributors and arrange for news- 
paper advertising and window displays. In return, you supply the 
dealer with stills, display cards and passes for contests. Store ean 
advertise that they will give a pass to each purchaser of a dozen 
bars of Lux Toilet Soap. They can also fill their window with bars 
of the soap and offer passes to the most accurate guess as to how 
many there are. Scenes from the picture can be worked into the stunt. 

You ean count on Lever Bros. for the utmost co-operation. 


Here is a list of their representatives: 


Kansas City, Mo.— 
210 West 8th Street, 
Att. Mr. W. R. Kroh 


New York City— 
370 Seventh Avenue, 
Att. Mr. H. A. Lydlam 


Philadelphia, Pa.— 
2206 Chestnut Street, 
Att. Mr. F. B. Pigeon 


Pittsburgh, Pa.— 
708 Peoples Bank Bldg., 
Att. Mr. J. V. Moriarty 


San Francisco, Cal.— 
215 Market Street, 
Att. Mr. Woodwill 


Atlanta, Ga.— 
313 Bona Allen Bldg., 
Att. Mr. H. A. Chamberlain 


Cambridge, Mass.— 
164 Broadway 
Att. Mr. J. W. Silley 


Chicago, Ill.— 
222 North Bank Drive 
Att. Mr. E. W. Sargent 


Denver, Colo.— 
1708 Sixteenth Street 
Att. Mr. C. P. Fowler 


Detroit, Mich.— 
622 Book Bldg., 
Att. Mr. H. A. Matehman 


Se-Ling Hosiery 


Ten thousand distributors of Se-Ling Hosiery have been ad- 
vised to co-operate on theatre tie-ups in every possible way. See 
your dealer and work up an elaborate window display with a cut- 
out of Loretta Young for the center. Surround it with plenty of 
stills. The dealer has special Loretta Young accessories made especial- 
ly for your tie-up. Se-Ling Hosiery can be used as prizes for your 
contests. Have heralds distributed by the dealer—you’ll find him 
behind you in any idea of mutual benefit. 

For further information on this tie-up writ 

WALTER T. FRED HOSIERY ! ‘LLS 


Nashville, Tennessee 


Jantzen Bathing Suits 


The co-operative arrangement between Warner Bros. and the 
Jantzen Knitting Mills is one of the most comprehensive theatre- 
dealer plans ever offered exhibitors. Jantzen dealers throughout the 
country have received a complete campaign book outlining every ex- 
-ploitation possibility. Here’s what the tie-up gives you: 


Newspaper: Free mats for co-operative advertising as illustrated be- 
low. Order by number. 


Billboard: Free 24 sheets with theatre and dealer imprint. Ar- 
range with dealer for splitting of stand costs. 


Window Display: Dealer has special co-operative window trims. 
Use cut-outs and mounted stills of Loretta Young. 


Street Ballyhoo: Use open automobile or float with attractive bath- 
ing girls and theatre banners. Dealer will co-operate. 


Contest: Stage bathing beauty contest with winner chosen by audi- 
ence applause, ballots, newspaper coupons (with photos in 
paper) or committee. 


If you will notify Jantzen of your playdate, they’ll get in touch 
with your dealer immediately. See the dealer now and get together 
on a smashing co-operative campaign. All accessories are available 
direct from Jantzen. Write to: 


R. M. McCreight 
JANTZEN KNITTING MILLS 
Portland, Oregon 


Classified Ad Stunt 


The following is a brand new idea 
for getting extra notice via the Classi- 
fied Ad section of your paper. 


Colortone Effect 


Throughout the section add one let- 
ter of the title ‘‘Life Begins’’ to 
words in the ads. For example, to 
the word ‘‘girl’’ add an ‘‘e’’; to 
‘fradio’’ an ‘‘f,’? ete. When put to- 
gether they will spell the title. Of- 
fer a few passes each day during your 


INUIT 


“‘Reaction Cards’’ distributed at 
the Los Angeles preview of ‘‘Life 
Begins,’’ Warner Bros. sensational 
screen drama of maternity, which is 
now playing at the ................ Theatre, 
indicated a favorable reaction from 
the audience present at the screening. 

Audience members sending in the 
‘reaction cards’? ranged in occupa- 
tion from a vice-president of a Vir- 
ginia woman’s college to a ten year 
old schoolgirl. Other classes repre- 
sented in the audience at the preview 
were actresses, house-wives, oil men, 
lawyers, musicians, advertising 
writers, manufacturers, voice special- 
ists, nurses, salesmen, secretaries, un- 
employed, projectionists, laborers and 
executives, 

The ‘‘reaction cards’’ did not ask 
‘‘leading questions’? but merely 
asked ‘‘What Do You Think About 
‘Life Begins’??? The tabulation of 
the cards revealed that the audience 
was a fair cross-section of groups and 
occupations, that the men filled out 
more cards than the women; that the 
public is making a definite plea for 
reality in pictures; that the audience 
was composed of several visitors to 
California; that each player has his 
his or her own ‘‘rooting’’ section; 
that the reactions and analyses indi- 


“Reaction Cards” 


CM mimin«lnm mimi iii ii i i i i | 


“Reaction Cards” at “Life Be- 
gins’ Preview, Reveal Interest- 
ing Facts About Public Tastes 


cate a several year advance beyond 
the under-estimated ‘‘thirteen year?’ 
mind of the American public, that 
members of the audience saw in the 
picture things that were particularly 
dear to each of them; that technical 
details are noticed by an increasing 
number of movie-goers; that a great 
number of the previewers own type- 
writers and use them; that only 7 
audience members employed the ad- 
jectives ‘‘Terrific,’’? ‘‘Sensational;’’ 
that husbands and wives occasionally 
had the same things to say about the 
picture; that the public is definitely 
aware of the producers’ part in the 
picture; that ‘‘ Life Begins’’ was dif- 
ferent from anything the audience had 
ever seen, not even mothers in the 
group having been previously aware 
of the everyday things happening un- 
der their eyes in a maternity ward; 
that the adjective most favored by 
the public is ‘‘Excellent;’’ and that 
the public will volunteer to advertise 
via word-of-mouth a picture which it 
likes. 

The cast of ‘‘Life Begins’’ in- 
cludes Loretta Young, Eric Linden, 
Glenda Farrell, Aline MacMahon, 
Frank McHugh, Vivienne Osborne, 
Walter Walker, Preston Foster and 
Ruthelma Stevens. 


Sa TT 
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= This Is The Type Story To Use For Publicity Purposes 
= After Analysis Of The “Reaction Cards” Received Follow- 

= ing Your Special Preview Of “Life Begins.” 
Sil 
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These can be printed on regular government post cards with the 


following copy: 


What Do You Think About “Life Begins? 


Please write your comments below and hand this card to the usher, 
or drop it in the mail. No postage is required. It is understood that the 
Strand Theatre can use your comment for publication. 


BANNER 


with LORETTA YOUNG 
ERIC LINDEN 
ALINE MacMAHON 


Make your screen presentation ar- 
tistic and colorful with this atmos- 
pherie effect. 


4x5—Colored positive only............ $2.00 
Set (positive and negative).......... 3.00 
314%4x4—Colored positive only...... 1.50 
Set (positive and negative)........ 2.25 


Order by No. N-325 
NATIONAL STUDIOS, Inc. 
226 West 56th St., New York 
Be sure to specify size and send remit- 
tance with order to avoid parcel post 
and C.0.D. charges. Send for cata- 
logue of Colortone Effects, 


showing to the neatest presentation of 
the solution. Contestants should paste 
down the entire section with extra 
letters marked. 


Birthdays 


Offer passes to people whose birth- 
days fall during the run of ‘‘Life 
Begins.’’ Key announcement copy to 
effect that the Strand offers these 
passes to people whose ‘‘life began’’ 
on one of those days. 


Excellent for marquee and lobby hanging. Size 20 by 30” and 
printed on strong, durable canvas. Comes with eyelets. Brilliant 
colors. 


PRICE 45c EACH 
Do Not Order Banners or Drapes from Exchange! 


Available Only from 
MORRIS LIBERMAN 
729 Broadway New York, N. Y. 
Send Cash with Order or C.O.D. 


Page Five 


The entire effect of your lobby should 
be refined almost to the point of severity. 
Black and white should predominate with 
frames modernistically designed and 
gilted. Sepia tinted photos fit in the at- 
mosphere and heighten the artistic re- 
sult. See Page 10 for detailed description 
of the lobby and front used by the Holly- 


wood Theatre in New York. 


ge Six 


Special Advance Feature 


‘Life Begins” is the first of many, many pictures to receive the unanimous praise 
that it has. It is decidedly to the credit of the motion picture industry that a photoplay 
of such unquestionable merit has been produced. The story below was written with this 
in mind. Submit it to your editor together with the reviews appearing on the cover of 


this manual. 


“Life Begins”’ Hailed by Hollywood — 
Critics for Film Trade Papers 


(Name of Town) film circles are buzzing with the importance of 


2? 


“Life Begins, 


which was made at the Warner Bros. studio and 
which opens next Thursday afternoon at the 


Rar pion eee cee aes Theatre. 


The topic of ‘Life Begins’’ is one that has been tabooed—movie 
producers lacked the daring to produce a picture treating with 
motherhood—it was too sacred a subject to take a chance on—faulty 
handling might defile a matter that is only spoken of in whispers. 


However, it has been made into a 
movie at last and judging from the 
reports that have emanated via the 
film trade papers, Warner Bros. have 
made ‘‘Life Begins’’ an outstanding 
movie. 

We are going to quote herewith 
some extracts of the reviews published 
in the various trade papers. Not in 
a long, long time has there been such 
unanimous praise accorded a picture 
by the critics. 


The Hollywood Reporter headlined, 
“« ‘Life Begins’? Tremendous,’’ and 
continued with—‘‘It is one of those 
unusual stories, the kind audiences 
will go out and talk about. And, too, 
it is down to earth, every foot of it, 
furnishing a brand of entertainment 
that no audience, anywhere, will deny 
... It is refreshing, astounding, ter- 
rifying, but at all times entertain- 
ment... It is a show for the masses 
that should mean a smash.’’ 


Film Daily wrote, ‘‘The Warners 
have turned out their First National 
picture, ‘Life Begins,’ and we are 
here to state, without any ifs, ands, 
or buts, that this is a searching hu- 
man document that will stir the heart 
and soul of every man and woman 
that views it ...and send them away 
with renewed faith and interest in 
the Motion Picture. 


‘<Tt is the hitherto unsung glorifi- 
cation of Womanhood, the courage 
and fortitude of Motherhood; no 
blatant, blustering male heroics, just 
the quiet faith and resignation of a 


woman facing her great crisis when 
Life Begins .. . and as such it should 
bring every woman to the theatre and 
drag every man with her... re- 
newing their faith in Life in Love... 
the home ... in a word, making this 
world more beautiful and worthwhile 
for every one fortunate enough to see 
‘Life Begins.’ ’’ 


Leo Meehan, Hollywood staff corre- 
spondent for the Motion Picture Her- 
ald, wrote, ‘‘ ‘Life Begins’ is as out- 
standing as it is new. There is no 
question as to which is the outstand- 
ing picture previewed the past week. 
It is ‘Life Begins.’ There never has 
been a picture remotely resembling it; 
and possibly for story interest, in- 
tense, throbbing drama interlaid with 
natural comedy, there never has been 
a more gripping picture. The spon- 
taneous applause which broke out in 
the preview audience heralded con- 
firmation of previous reports. Women 
went out with tear-stained faces, men 
with glistening eyes . It is in- 
tensely human, understandable, sin- 
cere.’ 

And so, all (Town) is waiting for 
the opening. Next Thursday after- 
noon’s performance will be devoted 
to newspaper critics, authors and pub- 
lishers. That evening a ‘‘Celebrity’’ 
preview will be held to which all civic 
and social leaders are being invitea. 
Former Governor Alfred E. Smith will 
be there with his party—so will 
Mayor Walker (substitute names). 
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A WORD ON THE . 
TRAILER 


The extraordinary nature of the picture and the fact 
that it should not be exploited in ordinary ways indi- 
cates the 
OFFICIAL — 
VITAPHONE 
TRAILER 


ORSUERUGUCUREDANSACUNTNOLEDORS = 


should be used exclusively. 


Show the trailer in your theatre and affiliated 
houses two weeks in advance of opening. 


Available at your local 
Warner-First National Exchange 
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See the back page for the livest paper that has come your 
way this year! Fill out the blank below with your full 
requirements and mail it to your exchange. 


ORDER BLANK “LIFE BEGINS’ 


Send to 

MianOg eR 8 ee 

MORI ee re Sena Fe ae 

f L gee EER S UL nae CMM ae NaaeineR eee ins ——- eae 

POSTERS AMOUNT 

arccevcnenncee--Lesheets @ 1Se each (2 £0 SQ) 2. -n--o-n.nnseee en nne anna ntnn penne eee eckson eeeene 
eet @ 138c each (51 to 100) HERS enh Oe STUD ISAS en Re eke SATUS Es 
lsat eoswion @ Ale each (Over 100)... Ses Cea Os ea 
—-~--------3-sheets @ 40¢ each Ee FD aap ede rope nines pes eit nee singe aceon 
Zate ERR eat @ 36c each SOV OR BS) cient tahire a a pe 
~-s--------6esheets @ TSc each (1 to 10). WW... PES Na eR Live a OR Bisco a Fa Sa 
Pes tint rath BE sc .eneh! (EL 10120) oe a ee 
SARS SSE Lee, @ 65c¢ each (Over 20)..._...-..--..-—----~ eI ip eT APE ies GEE 


winwneweewe-e 24-sheets @- $2.00 each: (Upto 25 yee ie ee i See 
@ 41.75 each (Over 25) tate ee AE ANG i RON see Lad SH 


WINDOW CARDS 


ty at Senne @ Te each (Ch to): SO) a ee A ow eet 
w--ene-s--ee@ 6e each (51 to 100). 


weemaneecenewene 


o--nee-eeeeeee@ SYQc each (Over 100) cvbnanamansetumntetienen ota oes psoas eres ose 
INSERT CARDS 

pace ease EAE | (25e each (1. to Lp aU Seuss Se rel CASE AUR CSAS al Natal te BUR cine SY Ri Ct 

aictemeentcenns Ble each C26: to150) ne es es 


aia: B06 bach: KBE de TOOL 
sovwecnmeeneee@ 18 each (Over 100) 


HERALDS 
@: 88.00 iper: Mo CUM 80: SM) a cics eh ec 
Pas Mets Cietete RES 
PHOTOS 


wee sweet 11 x 148s @ 75c per set 
(8 in set «= colored) 


s-rosencneennre Set 22 x 28s @ 8O0c per set 
(2 in set —- colored) 


~——---<ceses- Slides @ 1S¢ i, fen el cmt Caw Se pO RT RSME Peck ASE nao O MRO Lig eee 
weoeenneenconee, Stills @ 10e Thee Ee chee ae Sts RSA AMARA SEA On A estes ue eee NY oP 


-—+-------w-- Merchandising PU 1S ne rca rt eereny ee (Gratis) 
~e--scee------- Music CUES --ecceepmmpoyeperereerreet eerenrwneeowmnraraneweevencrmemrnamnnrecenecenrneremrrensnvemen ( GFAtIS) 


Te LOL SELES OSS SLL TELS OIES SELES ESSAI O SSeS SEE 


SPELT SLATS TREE LSI SLOSS OSS SE ROSES S HOES CSTE TEESE OSS CU OSORSSSESESCS Sie 


ROTAL ose 


MAIL IMMEDIATELY TO YOUR LOCAL WARNER BROS. EXCHANGE 


The stills illustrated above are included 
in those available at your exchange. The 
one at left is “Life Begins’? No. 204 and 
the photo above, “Life Begins” No. 211. 


CAMPAIGN THAT ROCKED NEW YORK 


AS WE GO TO PRESS the Hollywood Theatre 


EDITOR’S NOTE: 


Illustrated on the 
next four pages 
are the six ad- 
vance ads used 
by the Holly- 
wood, New York. 
You can hawe 
them at the usual 
rate, postage 
pa aid, by writing: 
dvertising De- 
partment, War- 
ner Bros. Pic- 
tures, 321 West 
44th Street, New 
York, N. Y. 


on Broadway is starting its 2-a-day run. The fol- 
lowing 4 pages will show you the advance cam- 
paign that had all New York talking “Life Begins.” 


2:45 .. 8:45 


3 Shows Sundays and pee 3,6 & 8:45 


WARNER BROS. ; HOLLYWOOD TH EATRE 


Broadway and 5lst Street 


RESERVED SEATS 
AT POPULAR PRICES 


90°-*1.50 


712 Lines 
No.100 Cut80c Mat 20c 
Available on request from Advertising Dept.—Home Office 


Page Seven 


ERY AD 


This commendation from the 
New York Times was sent to 
the Warner Bros. Advertising 
Department entirely un- 
solicited: 


Gentlemen: 


Please accept our congratulations on 
the effective display secured in the “Life 
Begins”? advertisement in The New York 
Times of Friday, August 19 (pictured at 
left). 


We are of the opinion that because 


Th of the attractive manner in which the let- 
# fcc) 


Sf tering was handled and the judicious use 
of white space, this advertisement will 
A Warner Bros. production to be presented twice daily at 2:45 and attract the favorable attention of all The 
8:45—three shows Sundays and Holidays at 3, 6 and 8:45—at the Times readers. 
refrigerated Hollywood Theatre, Broadway at 5lst Street. Reserved 
seats now selling four weeks in advance at popular prices 50c to $1.50. Very truly yours, 


A First National Picture 
THE NEW YORK TIMES 


(Signed) Arnold Sanchez 


189 Lines 


10 DAYS BEFORE OPENING 
No.101 Cut60c Matiéic 


this ad—the Hollywood’s opening 


shot—was run for 10 days accom- Write to Advertising Dept.——Home Office. 
panied by an extensive publicity 
campaign. 


@ Tonight at 8:45 
LiF Bes Ee eC ENS 


for Leaders of Thought... 


People representing You and Me. 
DEERE ART ER PMO CE DARL YO NAD SO Cee TCA NR 6 as 


at Warner Bros. HOLLYWOOD THEATRE 


Three shows Sundays and holidays 3, 6 and 8:45... Broadway at 51st Street 
Reserved seats now selling 4 weeks in advance at popular prices 50c to $1.50 


Opening Day 
This ad was alter- 
nated with those 
on opposite page. 


472 Lines 
No.102 Out80c Mat 20c 
Write to Advertising Dept.——Home Office. 


Page Eight 


Every ad drives home. 
the importance of the 
picture with trip-ham- 
mer force. Startling in 
their simplicity—the ads 
throughout this Mer- 
echandising Plan carry a 
sales message that is 


irresistable. 


THIS AFTERNOON AT THE 
HOLLYWOOD THEATRE TO 
ONLY CRITICS AND WRITERS. 


Watch for their announcements Tomorrow 


GALA PUBLIC’ PREMIERE “TONIGHT <AT=. 8:45 


THEREAFTER 
Twice daily 2:45 and 8:45 .. . Three shows 
Sundays and holidays 3,6 and 8:45. 
Reserved seats at pop. prices 50c to $1.50 


OPENING DAY 


249 Lines 
No.103 Out60c Mati1ic 
Write to Advertising Dept.—-Home Office. 


®Read 


today’s paper and learn what 
your favorite critic says about 


LUPE BEGINS 


& NOW SHOWING 


at Warner Bros. HOLLYWOOD THEATRE 


Broadway at 51st Street... . Two shows daily 2:45 and 8:45... . 
Three shows Sundays and holidays at 3, 6 and 8:45 ... . Reserved seats 
now selling 4 weeks in advance at popular prices 50c to $1.50 


OPENING DAY 


472 Lines 
No.104 Out80c Mat 20c 
Write to Advertising Dept.—Home Office. 
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The New York Campaign— 
A Good One to Follow! 


In presenting ‘‘ Life Begins’’ to 
the New York public, at the Holly- 
wood as a two-a-day, it was set up 
with the finest example of show- 


manship that Broadway has yet 
seen. 


The newspapers during the en- 
tire ten days prior to the opening 
were supplied with daily publicity | N V | T A a | C) N 
stories and stills. As a result the 
picture netted a tremendous 
amount of publicity. 


WITH GREAT PLEASURE WE INVITE YOU TO WITNESS A 


T'wo pre-view openings preceded PRE-SHOWING OF “LIFE BEGINS’? AT THE HOLLYWOOD 
the public opening. At the first, | 
held in the afternoon, all critics, THEATRE, BROADWAY AT FIFTY-SECOND STREET, ON THE 
columnists, publishers, writers and 
editors were invited. That same EVENING OF AUGUST 25TH AT NINE O’CLOCK PROMPTLY. 
evening another performance was ; 
given exclusively for celebrities, _*.* * WE SHALL BE PLEASED TO SEND YOU TWO TICKETS 
leading educators, ete. The follow- 
ing afternoon the picture was WHICH HAVE BEEN SET ASIDE FOR YOUR USE UPON 
opened to the public. A descrip- 
tion of the house decoration fol- RECEIPT OF THE ENCLOSED CARD PROPERLY FILLED OUT. , 


lows below. 


WARNER BROS. PrP rGCT URES. “ING. 


INVITATION 
This invitation, sent to 
2500 people of promi- 
nence, was the forerun- 
ner of one of the big- 
gest word - of - mouth 
boosts any picture ever 
received. A similar in- 
vitation was sent to the 
press for the matinee 
performance. 


HOLLYWOOD THEATRE 
Lobby and Front 


The largest banners ever seen 
on Broadway announced ‘‘Life 
Begins’’ to the New York pub- 
lic. Two were hung from the 
Hollywood and one from the 
Warner Theatre, situated across 
the street. Under the marquee 
of the Hollywood was suspended 
a double-faced transparency 
3 by 12 feet. The title was let- 
tered in black on a background 
of gold and tan bordered in 
ivory. The sides of the marquee 
were covered with similar trans- 
parent banners over the lights 
in place of the usual bulb dis- 
play. 

The outside lobby featured 
sepia photos showing action 
uf {4 scenes from the picture. The 

| | F F BR, F stills and title were raised from 

the frame. All frames were 

modernistically treated in gold. 

THIS AFTERNO ON AT THE The inner lobby was handled in 

the same distinctive and im- 

HOLLYWOOD THEATRE TO pressive manner but with the 

entire atmosphere very reserved. 

ONLY CRITICS AND WRITERS. The entire Hollywood front was 

Watch for their announcements Tomorrow a 
GALA PUBEDC “PREMIERE -TONIGHI) “AT 8:45 


THEREAFTER 

Twice daily 2:45 and 8:45 . . . Three shows Opening Day 

Sundays and holidays 3, 6 and 8:45. 

Reserved seats at pop. prices 50c to $1.50 A blow-up of the 
ad on the pre- 
vious page—for 
the important 
papers. 

432 Limes 


No.105 Out80c Mat 20c 
Write to Advertising Dept.—Home Office. 


Page Ten 


eee ONE J = { 


29 DISTINCTIVE ADS 


EVERY SIZE FOR EVERY NEED — WITH 
“BIG PICTURE” WRITTEN ALL OVER THEM. 


Bringing NEW LIFE 


fo the So reeh ey | 


Mr. Exhibitor 


“Life Begins,” possesses all 
the requisites for a record- Have you tired of movies that are “Just 
breaking box office smash. 
How well you do with it, de- 
pends upon yourself, and the 
amount of work you put be- 


. 99 
another movie serie iste coe menes ‘ ? 


Have you waited for a picture that would 


hind it. The campaign sup- inject new life into the screen, a picture 
plied you in this Merchandis- that would enthrall, re-awaken slumbering 
ing Plan, is the most compre- : d 

Roncive ever mappe faut tor 5 emotions and carry you out of yourself to 
motion picture. eculaty hi ee 

Because of the nature of the 

picture, type ads should be Then your search and wait is ended, for 
used to set it up. You will here, in one picture, is the “something 


a Saat oO ae are new,” the end of a duest, all the world 
The use of white space—the holds of lifeand love. . . . . . & 
typography—and the copy in 
the ads, all combine to get 
across in a most forceful man- 
ner, the bigness of “LIFE BE- 
GINS.” 


a 


with LORETTA YOUNG 
A FIRST NATIONAL PICTURE @ ERIC LINDEN 
ALINE MacMAHON 


5 T R A N D GLENDA FARRELL 


Cut No.16 Cut60c Mat 15c 


@ NEVER SUCH A W 

CAST OF CHARACTERS Y VE DIDN’T THINK 

.. Love. . Hate .. Joy. . Sorrow. . it was possible to put life down so clearly 

Greed. . Hope. .Jealousy.. Humor. . in black and white, in 72 minutes of actual 
Drama..Despair..Desire..Shame. .all in time and a dozen people’s lifetimes. 


“Ld FE BEG NS” It is love and it is hate... It is joy and it is 


sorrow... It is drama and it is comedy... 
It is the beginning... It is the end... 


Miss it and you miss a part of your life. 


LIFE BEGINS 


A First National iy LORETTA YOUNG..ERIC LINDEN..ALINE M HON A FIRST NATIONAL PICTURE 


Picture 


Out No.10 Out40c Mati10c Out No.31 Out40c Mati0c 
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PHOTOGRAPH 
OF MANAGER A 


my word for itees 


WORDS CANNOT DESCRIBE 
THIS MOVIE MASTERPIECE! 


Here’s drama as old as mankind, 

but new to the screen! Because 
the story has been taboo, because 
a picture like this has never been 
filmed, there is nothing I can 
compare it to. But at least I can 
say LIFE BEGINS surpasses the 
Big Parade, more compelling 
than Ben Hur, and greater than 
the Birth of a Nation. 


Life Begins offers you realism 
in the raw; life and love stripped 


With 
LORETTA YOUNG 
ERIC LINDEN 
ALINE MacMAHON 
GLENDA FARRELL 


of sham. Even as hardened a 
movie fan as I am was left gasp- 
ing. I cried, I laughed, I shud- 
dered as this soul-stirring story 
unfolded. Never before have I 
seen a picture I could so unquali- 
fyingly endorse. Come and see 
Life Begins. If you don’t consider 
it the most amazing picture you 
have ever seen, step around to my 


office and I shall gladly refund . 


your admission. That’s what I 
think of this picture! 


Mer. 


A First National Picture 


Out No.23 Out60c Mat15e 


ADVANCE ATTENTION -GETTERS— 


Before you start your regular campaign run cuts Nos. 1 to 5 


without any copy except for theatre name and playdate. 


Out No.4 Out20c Mat be 


P gees eee 


Out No.8 Out20e Mat 5c 


& Mf 


Li fe‘... 


an 
Ci ik. 


LORETTA YOUNG 


SCINTILLATING ADS THA’ 
OF MOTION PICTURE CC 
A MAST 


WE PAID FOR TI 


Yet we refuse to employ | 
such as Sensational —C 
Stupendous—Dynamic— 
Amazing—in describing 
ture. 


We want YOU to be ce 
tisement. After you 

Begins we feel sure tha 
use all those words, c 
others, to define your re 
this history-making movi 


When you tell your 


see Life Begins it mean 
us than any advertising 
know this is just what yc 


STRAND TI 


A FIRST NATIONAL | 


Out No. 13 


Out No.1 Cut20c Mat5ec 


r ARE THE QUINTESSENCE 
PY —— ALL INSPIRED BY 
‘ERPIECE! 


adjectives 
sreatest— 
Thrilling— 

this pic- 


ur adver- 
see Life 
you will 
1 many 
tions to 


ends to 
; more to 


_ And we 
u will do! 


HIS SPACE- 


IEATRE 


ICTURE 


NDEN @ ALINE MacMAHON 


Out 60c Mat i15c 


Out No. 2 


Sublime epic of unknown 
soldiers who fight humanity's battle... 
epitaph sacred to their memory. Carries the 
torch of femininity forward... reveals the price 
woman pays, not for her sins, but for her virtues. 
§ Every mother, every daughter will re-live their tenderest 


emotions... every father, every son will discover the reality 


of life’s strangest truths. 


§ Taboo for 1932 years, now you 


can see what goes on behind closed doors... life forces at 
work. It had to come... a picture greater than any yet 
filmed ... don’t fail to see 


LIFE 


A First National Picture 


tomorow STR A ND tomorrow 


am 


Cut No.25 Out60c Mati5c 


Out No.5 COut20c Mat 5e 


BIBLE 
EVOLUTION 
BIRTH CONTROL 


Whatever you believe; 
Whatever you follow; 


Whatever you live— 


with Loretta Young, Eric Linden, 
Aline MacMahon, Glenda Farrell 
will give you an experience in 
living as new as life itself! 


Cut No. 27 A First 
Out 20c National 
Mat 5c Picture 


Page Thirteen 


Catchlines Set Up 
Picture’s Bigness 


A Movie for the Ages. 


More Compelling Than ‘Ben Hur’’—Greater Than “The 
Birth of a Nation.” 


Ten Years from Today You’ll Be Proud to Remember You 
Saw This Picture. 


It Opens the Gates of Heaven and Hell. 

Words Can’t Describe This Movie Masterpiece. 
It’s the Movie of All Time. 

Realism in the Raw—Love Stripped of All Sham. 
it Starts a New Page in Movie History. 


Barriers of Hypocrisy Swept Aside to Reveal Life’s 
Strangest Truth. 


Woman’s Innermost Soul Stripped Naked. 


Tabood for 1932 Years—Now You Can See What Goes 
on Behind Closed Doors. 


You May Be Shocked—You May Be Stunned—You May 
Be Thrilled by the Truth, but You’ll Never Forget It. 


It’s the Truth, the Whole Truth and Nothing But the 
Truth About Life and Love. 


You’ll Cheer the Daring That Made ‘“‘Life Begins’’ Pos- 
sible to See. 


It’s a Subject Never Before Filmed. 


an you bear 


the TRUTH about 


with 
LORETTA YOUNG 
ERIC LINDEN 
ALINE MacMAHON 


Away with make-believe... 
This is an age of reality! The 
truth now told ruthlessly— 
with the realism of stark 
drama. Comedy and tragedy, 
pain and triumph grapple 
for life or death in this 
Startling story of the price 
that must be paid for love! 


A FIRST NATIONAL PICTURE 


WARNER 
THEATRE 


Out No.12 Out40c Mati10c 
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Womanhood wails “Why 
did you do this to me?” 
What is this thing called 
LOVE when 
LIFE BEGINS 


Is it pain... is it 


sorrow... is there 
no.mercy? Let's 
bring love out in the 
open... A subject 
. . « never before 
filmed . . . show- 
ing the agony, the 
joy of loving... 
the pathos, the 
tragedy of life! 


with LORETTA YOUNG 


ERIC LINDEN - ALINE MiacMAHON 
A FIRST NATIONAL PICTURE 
Cut No.8 Out40c Mat i0c 


E AAT 


Rec 


with LORETTA YOUNG 


ERIC LINDEN 


_ LAST DAY REX Y LAST DAY 


a MTT 
Cut No.28 Out40c Mat 10c 


es 


Be epee ny 
S$ T R fe ne D NO ADVANCE IN PRICES 
A First National Picture 
NUNIT TEETH 
Cut No.34 Out40c Mati10c 


IS LOVE BORN...OR DOES 


Cut No.6 Out60c Mat 15c 


What price motherhood? Does i¢ mean the 
end or beginning of love? You'll find the 
answer, you'll see life forces: at work, in the 
strongest story, the greatest picture ever 


filmed! Be sure to sce LIFE BEGINS 


with Loretta Young, Eric Linden, 
Aline MacMahon, Glenda Farrell 


A First National Picture 


Ads in which every illustra- 
tion supplements the compell- 
ing copy and sets up the pic- 
ture as the most human 

movie of all time. Out No. 29 Out 200 Mat sc 


INGER WRITES 


; MOVES ON” 
Ma 


ss ae me ~ a 
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And “LIFE BEGINS” is just as 
full of the irrevocable power of life 
that is eternal, never repeating it- 
self, never going back in its head- 
long rush through eternity. 


“LIFE BEGINS” is a lesson to’ 
those who need a lesson—a paean of 
joy to those who sing life’s beauties 
—a hymn of hope to those who 
have soured on life—an inspiration 
to those who believe and have faith 
in man and woman—a prayer to 
those who pray for goodness. 


Omar Khayyam 


“LIFE BEGINS” is all things to 
all men and women. It is all of 
life compressed to motion picture 
length, presented with the clarity 
of the camera eye, the touch of 


genius and the reverence of belief. 


“LIFE BEGINS’ will be a memory 
for you in years to come. It is LIFE 
—no more, no less. 


We think “LIFE BEGINS” is im- 
portant enough to warrant your 
attendance at the earliest possible 
moment. 


with 


WITh 


LORETTA YOUNG 
ERIC LINDEN 
ALINE MacMAHON 
GLENDA FARRELL 


LORETTA YOUNG 
ER iC LINDEN 
ALINE MACMAHON 
GLENDA FARRELL 


A First National Picture 


brings audiences to their feet, 
HUVUVIVAUININUNTUUUTUAUUOHAVEUUUEUOUUUTSELUUUE 


TROY 


ANUVUNAUEUCUTTTTEA TTA 


cheering the courage it took 
to produce a picture based on 


The Mystery of Life. 


Out No.33 Out60c Matic Cut No.30 Cut20c Mat 5c 
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ADS WITH 100% MASS APPEAL 


CAN YOU STILL THRILL? 


history without finis—world / 
‘without end! Joys and sor- ~ 


Can you still thrill to beauty, reality 
and life? 


Can you still feel for your fellow men 
and women? 


Can you still enjoy something differ- 
ent from anything you’ve ever seen? 


@ 
Can you still look facts in the face? 
@ 


Can you still thrill at the first cry of | 


a newborn babe? 


Can you still pity a mother who made 
a mistake about love? 


@ 
Then this is your picture— 


The Movies’ Biggest Moment! 


with LE -=TTA YOUNG @ “RIC LINGEN == 


hh => 


ALINE MacMAHON e GLENDA FARRELL 
A FIRST NATIONAL PICTURE ° 


KINGSWAY 


Cut No.82 Out60c Mati15c 


WHY were 


you born? : 


rows, pain and pleasure... 
never before such a daring 
subject...never before such 


miss 


delicacy in treatment. Don’t 


with Loretta Young @ Eric Linden 
Aline MacMahon @ Glenda Farrell 


A FIRST NATIONAL PICTURE 
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Out No.26 Out40c Mati10c 


bai 


Everyone starts 
equal when 


The mantle of life falls on 
rich and poor alike... it 
levels the barriers of color 
and creed. That’s why 
you'll be thrilled past un- 
derstanding. Here’s life 
in all its reality for the 
first time on the screen. 


Life 


BEGINS 


WITH 
LORETTA YOUNG 
ERIC LINDEN 
ALINE MacMAHON 
GLENDA FARRELL 


NIVLUUTUOUNTTUAUA UTA 


AL tet oN] thet — SS 


WARNER 


ANUVUUNUGUVUUUUUUUUCUUUUCUCOUUSCULUUORUTOSUOCUUTUCEUEO UT 
Cut No.85 Out20c Mat 5c 


Vdd 


= 


Vd 


Oe — oer of this 
picture will never end. 
It’s why we are and 
what we are and what 
we’re not. It’s LIFE— 
no more, no less... . 


"LIFE 
BEGINS "| 


WA Ir" With 

tere ory YOUNG 
ERIC LINDEN 
ALINE peanioes 


STRAND} 


Out No.14 Out40c Mat i10c 


hasan 


A First National Picture 


Ls 


More Compelling than BEN HUR 
Greater than The BIRTH of a NATION 
Surpassing The BIG PARADE 


LINDEN 
ALINE 


MacMAHON 


..moves audi- 

ences to tears, to laugh- 

ter, to hope, to knowledge 
of what goes on in other 
lives, other hearts. 


A First National Picture 


REX Y 


= 


Cut No.15 Out20c Mat 5e 


HISTORY! 


Great pictures, those suc- 
cesses of the romantic past. 
But they make way now for 
the hit of today...the age of 
stark reality! The most amaz- 
ing story ever filmed...taboo 
for 1932 years...barriers of 


the mystery of mysteries. 
Woman’s innermost soul 
stripped naked...heart of 
motherhood laid bare! Love 
is born, hates forgotten, life- 
times spent in crowded min- 
utes...your emotions will be 


hyprocrisy are swept aside stirred, hammered, pounded 


=". reveal lites Strangest i:utn, 


eb 


“when eee ne Sa I ee 


Lire BEGINS 


A FIRST NATIONAL PICTURE 


with Loretta YOUNG, Eric LINDEN, Aline MacMAHON, Glenda FARRELL 


Cut No.24 Out60c Mati15c 


if 


You may be SHOCKED, | 
You may be STUNNED, | 
You may be THRILLED 


by the 


MUNRO LUUTOUUULOUUA 


TRAND 


® 


ELIS. 


WARNER 


*SERUOEUEOEEPAREEEEEEETUENSESERAPTOESEEEEEOEOUST SAREE 
Cut No.19 Out20c Mat6&ec 


But you 


Cut No.18 Out20c Mat 5c 


cannot scorn it! Here, for the first 
time on the screen, is the TRUTH, 
THE WHOLE TRUTH and 
NOTHING BUT THE TRUTH 


about life and love! 


LIFE. 


A First 
National 
Picture 


with LORETTA YOUNG 
ERIC LINDEN - ALINE MacMAHON 


This ad blown-up will make a swell tack-card for current sniping. 


Out No.7 Out60c Matib5ec Out No.11 Out 40c Mati10c 


4 two-column ads— = STRAND 
USE THEM IN SERIES OR ) 


INDIVIDUALLY . .. A MOVIE 
FOR THE AGES! 


When today’s golden hair is 


ONLY ONCE IN A LIFETIME gray ... When today’s wonders 


have grown cold...When to- 
day's youth has become tomor- 
row's age...This picture will 
be remembered as the different, 
vital, heart-blood creation of 
1932 — the picture that brought a 
new kind of life to the screen— 


“rE 
BEGINS 


75% 6% 


Never before, perhaps never again,,. 
life’s strangest truths revealed. 
Mighty epic of life filmed for the first 
time. Soul-stirring, dynamic, tragic 
»-. youll shudder but you'll cheer 


the daring that made it possible! with LORETTA YOUNG - ERIC LINDEN && 
& Fiat Mateos eu ALINE MacMAHON -GLENDA FARRELL % 
LORETTA YOUNG @ ERIC LINDEN @ ALINE MacMAHON A FIRST NATIONAL PICTURE 


Cut No.9 Out40c Mati10c Cut No.21 Out40c Mati0c 
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TEN YEARS 
FROM TODAY! 


You will be proud to remember 


Words cannot 
describe the emotions 
you feel...when— 


that you saw in 1932 a picture 
that will live forever in your 
mind and heart...A picture 
that thrilled you with its revela- 
tions of other minds and hearts 


Uy -.- A picture that opened the 


gates of Heaven and Hell! 


We are powerless to describe the 
sensations you will experience as 
life’s greatest adventure unfolds. 
Your pulse throbs, your inner- 
most senses reel, you'll be thrilled 
beyond measure as you see the 
strongest story ever filmed! . 


The picture you'll remember 1932 by! : 
wih LORETTA YOUNG ,- ERIC LINDEN 


INMMWAY 
RS 


_ Bel ge 
Ire | € ALINE MacMAHON ~< GLENDA FARRELL 


PRODUCED BY FIRST NATIONAL 


. 


A First National Picture wit LORETTA YOUNG NO ADVANCE IN PRICES 
WARNER. idine macmauon WARNER THEATRE 


Cut No.17 Out40c Mati10c Out No.22 Out40c Mati10c 
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78 


your L., story 


“Life Begins’ Opens 
Af Theatre Next 


Hailed by preview critics who have 
seen the picture in Los Angeles and 
New York as ‘‘the most unusual pic- 
ture of the age,’’ the First National 
production, ‘‘ Life Begins,’’ is headed 
POM ANGe aos ce Theatre where 


Unusual both in theme and treat- 
ment, ‘‘ Life Begins’’ gives the movie 
audience its 

a8 3 first intimate 


been tactfully, 
yet most effec- 
tively handled 


LORETTA YOUNG PY the produe- 


ers. 
eye Na: 20 Opening with 
Cut 15¢e Mat Se 


the story of a 
young woman 
serving a long prison term for 
murder who is allowed to enter the 
hospital in order to give birth to her 
child, the attention of the audience is 
drawn to the various other inmates of 
the ward. There is Florette, a pleas- 
ure loving lady of the night clubs 
who disdains her twins. A snobbish, 
intellectual young lady who has fed 
on cold psychological material about 
the upbringing of babies changes her 
mind when hers is born. Then there 
is a woman who strays into their 
midst from the psychopathic ward, 
with fancies of becoming a mother 
and wanting advice. 

All these individual stories are 
‘woven closely within the confines of 


__the ward where doctors, nurses and 
=tuder\  wuelr-OWh ~~ particuar 


touch of color to the scene as a whole. 


The parts of the leading young 
couple are played by Loretta Young 
and Eric Linden, with Aline Mac- 
Mahon prominently cast as the head 
nurse. 

Every member of the large cast 
has an important part to play in the 
unfolding of the story. This task is 
handled by Preston Foster, Dorothy 
Peterson, Glenda Farrell, Frank Me- 
Hugh, Gloria Shea, Elizabeth Patter- 
son, Walter Walker, Reginald Mason, 
Gilbert Roland, Ruthelma Stevens, 
Mary Phillips, Herbert Mundin, 
Helena Phillips, Hale Hamilton, Dor- 
othy Tree, Vivienne Osborne, Clara 
Blandick and Terrence Ray. 

The two directors who gave us 
‘«The Mouthpiece’? have once more 
collaborated to bring forth a master- 
piece in ‘‘Life Begins.’’ James 
Flood and Elliott Nugent are prov- 
ing themselves a splendid directorial 
team. 

The original play by Mary Mce- 
Dougall Axelson was adapted for the 
screen by Earl Baldwin. 


your oe i story 


Glenda Farrell Has Often 
Acted Hard-Boiled Roles 


Glenda Farrell, who is prominently 
cast in the sensational maternity ward 
drama, ‘‘ Life Begins,’’ the First Na- 
tional picture which comes to the 
SaaS e eoD Se epee Oe THEATIO oa cae 
began her theatrical career alevink 
Little Eva in ‘‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin.’’ 
Since then she has had numerous roles 
showing her as a hard-boiled and 
thoroughly sophisticated girl. 


Her biggest stage successes were as 
a ganster’s moll in ‘‘On The Spot’’ 
and as Sadie Thompson in ‘‘Rain.’’ 
Her first motion picture role was as 
a lady of the night clubs opposite Ed- 
ward G. Robinson and Douglas Fair- 
banks, Jr., in ‘‘ Little Caesar.’’ 

In ‘‘Life Begins,’’ she plays the 
role of a flippant, hard-boiled patient 
in the maternity ward. Others in the 
east are Loretta Young, Eric Linden, 
Aline MeMahon. 


Pe SOC 


ALINE MacMAHON, LORETTA YOUNG and ERIC LINDEN 


in. @ tense moment: from: *“Dife®: Regine; ? the .ccoscvancccdodccck Sevcchss eksnakads cave 
Theatre’s current dramatic sensation. 


Out No. 41 
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Use of Babies in Films 
Governed by Regulations 


The use of new-born babies in mo- 
tion pictures is governed by more 
rules and regulations than a football 
game. Though they are used from 
time to time by the various Hollywood 
studios, each time present a problem 
crews. 


First National holds the record for 
for casting directors and production 
the number of babies used in a pic- 
ture by using eighteen of the young- 
sters for their maternity ward pic- 
ture, ‘‘Life Begins,’’? which comes to 
Thee aicAuscc as Pheatre sees ire eck 
Ten of them were used for one hos- 


es 


pital MUrseTy. SCAN GNC O ys pee ciowOS A apes 


According to the casting director 
for First National, babies are the 
most expensive and temperamental 
players to handle. In order to 


procure them, maternity hospitals 
are contacted for the addresses of 
recently discharged maternity cases. 
The boys in the casting offices then 
make the rounds, interviewing the 
mothers. To secure ten babies in- 
volves interviewing from thirty to 
fifty mothers. 


The babies are then transported to 
the Board of Education where they 
are given a thorough medical exami- 
nation before a permit for them to 
work is issued. This permit is good 
for only forty-eight hours, and no 
child under seventeen days of age is 
allowed to work. Those used in ‘‘ Life 
Begins’’ ranged from seventeen to 
fifty-one days. 

Rates of pay are regulated by the 
age of the child. Those less than 30 
days old receive $75 for the day’s 
work; 30 to 90 days, $50; and 90 to 
180 days, $25. For each day they 
are told to ‘‘stand by’’ for a eall 
they are paid $10. 

Due to the intensity of studio lights, 
the babies are only allowed to be un- 
der them for thirty seconds at a time, 
twenty minutes of such work consti- 
tuting a day. They are not supposed 
to be within the confines of the studio 
for longer than two hours. 


‘‘Life Begins’’ is based on a play 
by Mary McDougall Axelson, adapted 
to the screen by Earl Baldwin. Lor- 
etta Young and Eric Linden are co- 
featured. 


Special Preview of 
‘Life Begins” 


“Vife Begins,” by First Na- 
tional, said to be the most un- 
usual picture ever to come out 
of Hollywood, will be shown at 
a special preview 
night at the 
Theatre for critics, editors, au- 
thors, civic leaders and local 
celebrities. The picture will be 
opened to the public, starting 


Out 30c Mati10c 
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Work on “Life Begins” 
Done Entirely in Secret 


First National’s ‘‘secret produc- 
tion’’ will no longer be a secret when 
the film drama ‘‘ Life Begins’’ opens 
Oi PROs ene en see Theatre 


For the months in which the pic- 
ture was under production, all en- 
trances to Stage One at the First Na- 
tional Studio were guarded by studio 
policemen. Not only were representa- 
tives of the press and public barred 
from the set, but even important sti- 
dio employes other than those directly 
connected with the production of the 
picture were kept off the set. . 


The reason for the secrecy was the 


_ novelty | and intimacy of the theme. 


place in the maternity ward of a large 
hospital where eight prospective 
mothers, the pathos and comedy of 
whose lives are revealed in the film, 
come to prepare for the ‘‘blessed 
event.’? 

Only one set was used in the pro- 
duction of ‘‘Life Begins,’’ but this 
set was the entire floor of a hospital 
which included not only the ward 
proper but also. laboratories, delivery 
rooms, operating room and nursery 
where the new-born babies are kept. 

The large cast of players includes 
Loretta Young, Eric Linden, Aline 
MacMahon, Preston Foster, Glenda 
Farrell, Frank McHugh, Gloria Shea, 
Walter Walker, Clara Blandick, Dor- 
othy Peterson, Vivienne Osborne, 
Elizabeth Patterson, Gilbert Roland, 
and Hale Hamilton. The direction 
was in the hands of James Flood and 
Elliott Nugent. 
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Action in “Life Begins” 
Laid in Maternity Ward 


For the first time in movie history, 
the camera invades the !sacred con- 
fines of a hospital maternity ward. 
This first public exposition of the 
role of motherhood forms the back- 
ground for the First National film 
drama, ‘‘Life Begins,’’ which comes 
COCTNO ea ee Theatres cess 


Intimate glimpses into hospitals are 
nothing new to motion pictures. 
‘*Night Nurse’’ and ‘‘ Alias The Doc- 
tor,’’ to mention only two recent pic- 
tures, hove done this thoroughly. But 
in ‘‘Life Begins,’’ the entire picture 
is confined to the maternity ward, 
depicting the lives and the great dra- 
ma of eight expectant mothers con- 
fined there, and the romance of the 
work of the doctors and nurses. 


A large cast of notable players is 
headed by Loretta Young and Eric 
Linden. Others are Aline MacMahon, 
Preston Foster, Glenda Farrell, Frank 
MeHugh, Gloria Shea, Walter Walker, 
Dorothy Peterson, Vivienne Osborne, 
Clara Blandick, Elizabeth Patterson, 
Gilbert Roland, Hale Hamilton, and 
others. 


ADVANCE PUBLICITY CAMPAIGN 
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Expert Okays Script 
in “Life Begins” 


There is no doubt in Erie Linden’s 
mind that ‘‘ Life Begins,’’ First Na- 
tional’s maternity drama, starting at 
50: waeetee meine Theatre. sea Al 
which he has the role of Loretta 
Young’s husband, is a powerfully 
realistic story, true to life down to 
the smallest detail. The script has 
been read and approved for its fidelity 
to fact by the person who, in Eric’s 
opinion, is the best qualified authority 
on the subject within the limits of 
his acquaintance—his mother. 


“Mother read the seript just before 
she left for New York,’’ Eric ex- 
plained, ‘‘and she assured me that 
there wasn’t a single thing in the 
play, from beginning to end, that 
doesn’t happen in a maternity hospi- 
tal almost every week in the year. 


‘“She ought to know,’’ he went on, 
““because, you see, she’s had seven 
children. Many of the incidents in 
the script exactly duplicated things 
that she had seen take place herself. 
She thinks it’s the most remarkable 
story of its kind she has ever read.’’ 


In addition to Loretta Young and 
Erie Linden, who are co-featured, 
‘‘Life Begins’’ has among its prin- 
cipal players Glenda Farrell, from the 
Broadway production of the play, 
Hardie Albright, Vivienne Osborne, 
Aline MacMahon, Frank McHugh, 
Elizabeth Patterson and Clara Blan- 
dick. James Flood directed with Elli- 
ott Nugent as co-director. The screen 
play is by Earl Baldwin from a play 
by Mary McDougall Axelson. 


your bu story 
One Vast Set Only Used 
to Film atdts Begins” 


TTY A 


rr sy Seating iii! a ee eens, = Se age 
The entire acvunm OF the picture takes— a ea LS 


‘Mithouek deseribed as a ‘ 
picture, ‘‘ Life Begins,’’ the I~ _ Na- 
tional film which comes to the ............ 
Wheatre: es: » presented a problem to 
the studio set builders. 


The entire action of the picture 
takes place in the maternity ward of 
a hospital, but this did not confine it 
merely to the eight-bed ward in which 
the mothers lay. The complete set 
represented the entire floor of a hos- 
pital, modeled after a well known in- 
stitution. 


The long corridor connected various 
rooms which included the ward, the 
labor and delivery rooms, doctor’s of- 
fices, laboratories and even elevators 
and stairways. There were not merely 
‘‘blind’? doors which led off this cor- 
ridor, but each room was fully 
equipped in all its technical details, 
even to the operating room with its 
amphitheatre for students. 


But it was really all one connected 
set on which the cast shecioea day 
after day. 


The roster of players in this mater- 
nity ward drama includes Loretta 
Young, Eric Linden, Aline MacMa- 
hon, Preston Foster, Glenda Farrell, 
Frank McHugh, Gloria Shea, Vivienne 
Osborne, Gilbert Roland and many 
others. James Flood and Elliott Nu- 
gent directed. 
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LORETTA YOUNG 


Warner Bros.’ popular young star, now winning new admirers in “Life 


BODINE “A OETUILE ca ee ioe Rati eae ee R 


arely has a motion picture aroused 


such interest in (town) as has this drama and it is greatly to the credit 
OPEB eo en es Theatre that it can provide its patrons with so 
enjoyable an evening’s entertainment. 


Cut No.88 Out30c Mat10c 


‘Life Begins’ Tremendous Hit, 
Sets New Standard in Pictures! 


(Review) 


All standards by which motion pictures are evaluated and criti- 


eized become entirel ™=sdequate when cornfvontad with “ofl, 201 we 


vy Rete 


de of ‘‘Life Begins,’’ the First National offering which opened 


au 


Sfp er en Theatre ........ 
_@ new Peninrd in pictures by this powerful epic picture. 


Sooke eke Warner Bros. have set 


In the same measure, all the usual, cut-and-dried standards of 


8 e@-e n= ‘fa 
movie;’’ they 
were people 
awed and 
speechless. They 


had seen stark 
whose performance op- 2 
posite Loretta Young in realism — a 
“Life Begins’ at the . 
gee eee stamps glimpse at the 
im as wort a 
place with Wollgwocda source of all 


finest dramatic stars. human life and 
Cut No. 39 drama. 
Out 15e Mat sc 


ERIC LINDEN 


There was a 
spark of something in the film which, 
for want of a better word, one might 
eall sincerity, which made one feel 
that the picture was not being acted, 
but actually lived. This feeling 
seemed to have caught on with every 
person connected with the making of 
the picture, for the players were not 
merely actors and actresses — ‘‘ per- 
sonalities’’—but men and women who 
lived and laughed and eried and 
suffered. 

There was no attempt at featuring 
some players over others, neither was 
there an attempt at a central plot 
for this purpose. Each player in the 
east was the protagonist of his own 
individual drama or comedy; with all 
these vital little bits of life woven 
together into a pattern that spelled 
Humanity. 

If the word ‘‘epic’’ had not been 
so over-used in describing films, it 
might serve as a good category in 
this instance. But in the case of 
‘*Life Begins,’’ it would take an ad- 
jective as yet uninvented to adequate- 
ly do it justice. 

It is a daring film, as far as its 
theme goes, but handled in such hon- 
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motion picture production were discarded by the 
producers.. Hokum and manufactured situations 
are conspicuously absent. The audience which 
came away from the theatre last night after seeing 
“‘Life Begins’’ was not an audience which had just 


est, beautiful taste as to make it one 
of the greatest vitally human pictures 
that the screen has yet given us. 
The action of the entire picture 
takes place in the maternity ward of 
a large hospital where several women 
are waiting to give birth to their 
babies. One of these women has been 
temporarily released from prison for 
this purpose. After her baby is born, 
she is supposed to go back to serve 
a term of twenty years to life for 
murder. Another woman is a play 


girl and whose twins are unwanted 
‘faccidents.’’ A Greenwich Village 
unmarried ‘‘intellectual,’’?’ a poor 
Italian woman, and several other 
wives of varied walks and circum- 
stances of life mingle in the ward, 
bound together by their one bond of 
common sympathy and_ interest— 
Motherhood. 


The husband’s side of this phase of 
life is also given a sympathetic treat- 
ment; and to make the picture grip- 
pingly real and complete, the work of 
the doctors and nurses in the matern- 
ity ward makes the picture one of 
unbounding interest to every man, 
woman and child. 


‘And by child, we mean just that. 
Despite its intimate theme, it is not 
a ‘‘forbidden’’ picture. It offers en- 
tertainment in great measure, but at 
the same time, it is a lesson in life 
that one ean never forget. 


The splendid cast is made up of 
Loretta Young, Eric Linden, Aline 
MacMahon, Preston Foster, Glenda 
Farrell, Frank McHugh, Gloria Shea, 
Walter Walker, Vivienne Osborne and 
many more none the less prominent. 
A big note of praise is due the co- 
directors, James Flood and Elliott 
Nugent, who have turned out a real 
masterpiece. 


Opening Day Story 


Daring Drama of Child- 
Birth Opensat................. 
Theatre 


Motherhood comes in for its share 
of glory in the First National pic- 
ture, ‘‘ Life Begins,’’ which opens to- 
day at thee rat eens Theatre. 


This play by Mary McDougall Axel- 
son, which was adapted for the screen 
by Earl Baldwin, is an intimate study 
of life in a hospital’s maternity ward. 
In this respect, it is perhaps the most 
daring and original story that has 
ever been attempted on the screen. 


It carries its dramatic punch not 
in one story but in the stories of the 
several women who are confined to the 
ward. A condemned murderess, a 
pleasure loving girl, a member of the 
‘‘intelligentsia,’’ a young Italian 
woman, @ psychopathic case and sey- 


eral other varied characters each de- 
tail their life’s stories as they are re- 
flected through the happenings in the 
maternity ward. Doctors and nurses, 
too, come in for their share of dra- 
matic treatment, and the whole is one 
vital picture of a hitherto unexploited 
theme. 


Due to the importance attached to 
each character, a cast was carefully 
chosen which combines some of the 
finest performers of stage and screen. 
It contains Loretta Young, Eric Lin- 
den, Aline MacMahon, Preston Fos- 
ter, Glenda Farrell, Dorothy Peterson, 
Frank McHugh, Gloria Shea, Eliza- 
beth Patterson, Walter Walker, Regi- 
nald Mason, Gilbert Roland, Ruthelma 
Stevens, Mary Phillips, Hale Hamil- 
ton, Helena Phillips, Herbert Mundin, 
Dorothy Tree, Vivienne Osborne, Clara 
Blandick and Terrence Ray. 


Besides the many adult characters, 
this picture employed more new-born 
babies in several of the scenes than 
has ever before been used in any one 
filmy ine iis pati 


ELE MERIT ies Cee — 


Requiring the atmost in irectorial 


finesse, First National handed the as- 
signment to James Flood and Elliott 
Nugent who teamed so effectively in 
the direction of ‘‘The Mouthpiece.’’ 


I st day of run 


Aline MacMahon Rapidly 
Winning Screen Honors 


Aline MacMahon’s endurance record 
of round-trips between Hollywood and 
New York has at last run into a 
snag, because her services are in such 
great demand in Hollywood. She 
played a prominent role in First Na- 
tional’s ‘‘Life Begins,’’ which co- 
features Loretta Young and Erie Lin- 
den atthe ae ze, Theatre, with- 
out her usual preliminary train ride. 
This makes her score still stand at 
four round trips between the Eastern 
metropolis and the film capital in five 
months. 

She first went West with the stage 


production of ‘‘Once In a Lifetime,’’ 
after which she went back to New 
York. She was immediately asked to 
return to the Coast to enter the pro- 
duction of ‘‘Five Star Final’’ for 
Warner Bros. Following this picture 
she made ‘‘ The Heart of New York,’’ 
‘‘The Mouthpiece’? and ‘‘ Week-End 
Marriage,’’ all for the same company. 


After each picture, she thought she 
was through with movies, or vice 
versa, and returned home, only to be 
recalled after a few days’ stay. 

It almost happened again after 
‘Week End Marriage,’’ but First Na- 
tional caught her in the process of 
making traveling arrangements. Aline 
gave in, foregoing the usual vacation 
trip before going into ‘‘ Life Begins, ’’ 
the beautiful and sensational epic of 
motherhood which has gripped women 
—and men—wherever shown. In this 
picture Aline MacMahon’s playing, is 
one of the finest pieces of acting the 
sereen has known. 

‘‘Life Begins,’’ is based on a play 
by Mary McDougall Axelson, adapted 
to the screen by Earl Baldwin. The 
cast headed by Preston Foster, Glenda 
Farrell, Frank McHugh, Vivienne Os- 
borne, Dorothy Tree, Reginald Mason, 
in addition to the featured players. 


CURRENT PUBLICITY CAMPAIGN 


aa day of run 


Fully Equipped Hospital 
Erected in “‘Life Begins” 


If a sudden calamity had struck 
Hollywood during the filming of 
‘‘Life Begins,’’ currently ¢o-featur- 
ing Loretta Young and Erie Linden 
EN inh 0 ac eaeeeena ne Theatre, First Na- 
tional Studio could have done some 
fine pinch-hitting for the local hop- 
pitals. 


The studio’s stage had as finely 
equipped a hospital floor as can be 
found in any bona fide medical in- 
stitution. It is only a set in the 
picture which deals with the pathos, 
comedy drama and tragedy of the 
group of young mothers about to 
bring babies into the world. 


The main part of it is a large ward 
—a maternity ward for the purposes 
of this picture. There are eight regu- 
lation hospital beds in it. The door 
of the ward leads into a corridor. 
From this corridor open doors that 
lead into doctors’ offices, a fully . 
equipped laboratory and other rooms 
one may expect to find in a real hos- 
pital. 

At the end of the corridor are the 
double swinging doors that lead into 
an operating room that has everything 
from ether tanks to scalpels. 


A doctor could have strolled into 
this part of the set and not find it 
necessary to send out for anything 
should he have had to perform an 
operation of any kind. Im fact, he 
wouldn’t even have had to send out 
for a nurse, because there was one 
always on this set as technical ad- 
viser. 

As a matter of fact, one wouldn’t | 
even have to send out for a doctor, 
because the general technical super- 
vision was being handled by Dr. 
Harry Martin. 


-epiadayorrul _ 


Loretta Young Helped in 
Role by Hospital Visit 


A lot of sympathy and understand- 
ing went into the making of the........ 
Brees i ae Theatre’s current First 
National picture, ‘‘Life Begins,’’ co- 
featuring Loretta Young and Eric 
Linden. 


The entire action of the picture 
takes place in the maternity ward of 
a hospital, and the drama and comedy 
of the various situations are woven 
around the various mothers and the 
hospital attendants. 


It is rather a strange atmosphere 
for Loretta Young to find herself in, 
but the day before the picture com- 
menced she made arrangements to 
spend the entire day in the maternity 
ward of the Los Angeles County Hos- 
pital. 

Under the guidance of Dr. Sidney 
Garfield, Loretta got a thorough out- 
sider’s initiation into the mysteries, 
but by noon time she confessed that 
she had her fill. 


She found herself taking each case 
personally and suffering along with 
the patients, and if she kept it up 
all day she felt she would not be able 
to begin work the next day. 


ERIC LINDEN 
Out No.37 Outi5e Matic 


Note to Exhibitor: 


Build up “Life Begins” 
by exerting extra effort 
to land publicity stories 
daily for at least a week 


before your opening. Be 
frank with the critics and 
tell them you want their 
help in putting over what 
is unquestionably the 
finest picture ever to 
come to your theatre. 


Ain day of run 


Dorothy Peterson Always 
Cast in Mother Role 


In less than two years, Dorothy 
Peterson has been mother to twenty- 
four children—and likes it. 


She is unmarried, twenty-eight 
years of age and good looking. But 
Hollywood marked her as a ‘‘mother’’ 
the moment she first set foot within 
its cinematic confines. Naturally, all 
of her twenty-four children have been 
screen children, but that does not ex- 


plain the mystery of why Dorothy 
has had to go histrionically maternal. 


She has been a mother in all but 
four out of sixteen pictures, and in 
one of the four, ‘‘ Life Begins,’’ the 
First National sensation in which she 
is seen with Loretta Young and Hric 
dummgen ab The... <2. s:i5..seees Theatre, she 
has the role of a psychopathic patient 
with a motherhood complex. Hers is 
one of the most beautiful and af- 
fecting pieces of acting ever seen on 
the screen. 


The role was a test for her. It 


: required not only a lot of acting ex- 


“perience, but also an .nner under-— wea 


standing of the maternal urge. She 
never particularly felt it in real life, 
never having given marriage a serious 


thought; but being a mother in twelve 
pictures had certainly piled up a lot 


of imaginary experience in her favor. 
There were three children for her in 
both ‘‘So Big’’ and ‘‘Beast Of The 
City.’’ Two fell to her share in 
‘‘Penrod and Sam’’ and only one 
each in ‘‘Bought,’’? ‘‘Up For Mur- 


der,’’ ‘‘Business And Pleasure,’’ 
‘‘The Way Back Home,’’ ‘‘Limpy,’’ 
and ‘‘ Attorney For The Defense.’’ 


Quite rightly they now call her the 
Madonna of the Screen. 


Dith day of run 


Loretta Young Wore Only 
Nighties in “‘Life Begins” 


Dame Fashion for a time lost a 
devotee, and one of the smartest 
young films stars of Hollywood took 
pride in the fact that she had not 
worn a dress for weeks and weeks. 


Loretta Young, currently co-fea- 
tured with Eric Linden at the............ 
Theatre in the First National epic, 
‘“Jaife Begins,’’ has just completed a 
period in which she wore nothing but 
night gowns. 


Some time ago, Loretta was con- 
fined for weeks in a Los Angeles Hos- 
pital with an attack of the flu. Night 
gowns were the order of the day and 
night. 


As soon as she was well enough to 
work, she went through the making of 
‘‘Life Begins,’’? a production which 
is filmed entirely within a maternity 
ward. Miss Young’s wardrobe for 
the entire picture consisted of night- 
gowns—and nothing else. 


Going from or coming to work, she 
wore nothing but slacks or pajamas 
—items in which her personal ward- 
robe abounds. She claims possession 
of twenty-five suits of pajamas alone. 

She is one of a long list of ardent 
fighters for pants or pajamas for 
women. She means to stick to it even 
if all of Hollywood goes back to 
dresses. 


current — SHORTS — apvance 


Loretta Young’s Role in 
“Life Begins” Too “Soft” 


While most girls limit their danc- 
ing and night social affairs to safe- 
guard health, Loretta Young had to 
do a lot of stepping out at night as 
a health measure. She required a lot 
of exercise and dancing as a rest from 
her work in the daytime. Filming 
‘‘Life Begins,’’ the powerful woman 
and motherhood drama which First 
National will: present at the .............. 
Mheatres er eos , the greater part 
of her days consisted of lying in a 
hospital cot for hours and hours. Thus 
she danced for relaxation of tired 
muscles. 


Film Studio Making M.D. 
Out of Preston Foster 


It is getting so that Preston Fos- 
ter can’t get the aroma of disinfec- 
tants, chloroform and medicines out 
of his hair. 

No sooner had he finished tinker- 
ing with test tubes and chemicals as 
a young doctor in the mystery melo- 
drama, ‘‘Doctor X,’’ than the First 
National studio decided that the M.D. 
title fitted him. He now is an obste- 
trician in the maternity ward which 
figures so largely in First National’s 
Loretta Young-Eric Linden picture, 
‘¢‘Tife Begins,’’ which comes to the 
Rigg MSP tas TOGO dsceee te ees 
P.S.: Foster admits he doesn’t even 
know how to bandage a sore finger. 


Gilbert Roland Plays 
Role in “Life Begins” 


Gilbert Roland, famous lover of the 
sereen and former leading man for 
Norma Talmadge, will be seen in 
‘‘Life Begins,’’ the First National 
picture which comes to the Beene Seer 


sensational maternity ward story, pro- 
duced under the joint direction of 
James Flood and Elliott Nugent. Earl 
Baldwin adapted the screen play from 
the original by Mary McDougall Axel- 
son, which was produced not long ago 
on Broadway at the Selwyn Theatre. 
Loretta Young and Eric Linden are 
co-featured in ‘‘ Life Begins,’’ which 
employs a large company of players. 


Vivienne Osborne Coming 
Here in “Life Begins” 


In ‘‘Life Begins,’’ sensational 
First National picture which comes to 
the See TNGAGO Ae eae 
with Loretta Young and Eric tanden 
co-featured, Vivienne Osborne is one 
of eight young mothers about whom 
the story revolves. The play’s entire 
action takes place in a maternity 
ward. 

When she first started her stage 
career in New York, she played an 
ingenue lead, a type of role which she 
stuck to until she came to Hollywood 
and the movies. Then Hollywood made 
her an arech-vamp. Now comes ‘‘ Life 
Begins’’ and she becomes a mother. 

But Vivienne Osborne says her 
career is too young for the title to 
have any literal meaning. 


No Gorgeous Clothes for 
Loretta Young in Her 
Latest, ‘“‘Life Begins” 


Loretta Young wears seventeen 


‘night gowns in ‘‘Life Begins,’’ a 


First National picture in which she 
and Erie Linden will be co-featured 
at DDO ek tein Phenteey sess 
She claims to be the first eeriphitte 
nighter’’ of any actress in pictures. 
Most of the scenes take place in a 
hospital maternity ward and she was 
in bed for almost three weeks straight 
during the production of the picture. 
A new gown was required each day. 
She wears but three ‘‘dress up’’ 
gowns as against Ruth Chatterton’s 
27 in ‘The Crash,’’ and Constance 
Bennett’s 22 in ‘‘Two Against the 
World.’’ 


a 


Eric Linden Actually 
Lived His Father’s Role 


Although Erie Linden, 22, is a 
bachelor, he claims actual experience 
for the father role he plays in First 
National’s intimate drama of a ma- 
ternity ward, ‘‘Life Begins,’’ which 
IS NOW Sab sthegre coe Theatre. 
He wasn’t exactly a father in his 
real experiences, but he said he did 
it so well once that he was called on 
to do it again. 


When his brother’s first child was 
born, Eric helped him take his wife 
to the hospital. It was late at night 
and they were both tired—so tired 
that they had to take turns pacing 
the floor and making anxious en- 
quiries from time to time. Eric was 
so adept at it that the nurses and doc- 
tors couldn’t figure out which one of 
the two men was the father of the 
child. 


Eric and Loretta Young are co- 
featured in ‘‘Life Begins.’’ 


Stars in “Life Begins” 
Barely Out of Teens 


Two of the fastest-coming young 
players in Hollywood today are Lor- 
etta Young and Eric Linden, whose 
combined ages total 41 years—Lor- 
etta being 19 and Eric 22. Each has 
scored individual triumphs on the 
screen in the last few months, now 
they are co-featured in ‘‘Life Be- 
gins,’’? a First National picture at 
sols aeeecauaie Petcare nan geen Theatre. 

This is a stirring drama of ma- 
ternity and, by an odd coincidence, is 
Loretta’s first assignment since 


< i Marriage’? recetly_com: 


Wotad. Linden, who made a hit in 
‘¢Are These Our Children?’” his first 
picture, has recently appeared in 
‘<The Crowd Roars,’’ and ‘‘Big City 
Blues. ’’ 


“Life Begins’ Offers New 
Screen Player from Stage 


‘‘Tife Begins,’’ the First National 
picture co-featuring Loretta Young 


and Eric Linden at the .................... 
Theatre, presents a new actress from 
the New York stage in her initial 
screen appearance. 


She is Ruthelma Stevens, a striking 
brunette who has the role of Rose, a 
super-modern girl of Bohemian per- 
suasion in the story which is laid in 
the maternity ward of a great hos- 
pital. She played the same role in 
the stage production of the play, and 
was brought to Hollywood directly 
from Broadway. 

Others who have important roles in 
‘¢Life Begins’’ are Preston Foster, 
Reginald Mason, Aline MacMahoua, 
Frank McHugh, Gloria Shea, Vivienne 
Osborne, Clara Blandick and Hale 
Hamilton. 

Elliott Nugent and James Flood, 
co-directors of ‘‘The Mouthpiece,’’ 
directed. 


Eric Linden Actually 
Scared in “Life Begins” 


First night nervousness is not con- 
fined to stage folk. In the movies it 
is more prevalent than is generally 
suspected. 


Erie Linden gets a severe case the 
first day he begins every picture. This 
nervousness came in handy when he 
went to work with Loretta Young on 
her latest First National picture, 
‘cThife Berins,’? now at the ci 
Theatre. 

The young actor plays the part of 
a husband who awaits the birth of his 
child in a maternity ward, and in a 
ease like this nervousness reigns 
supreme. 


‘<Life Begins,’’ hailed as the year’s 
most sensational picture, co-features 


——po iss Young 9v4s Eric Lin 


supporting cast includes A] 

Mahon, Glenda Farrell, . i 
Stevens, Gloria Shea, Vivien. : Os- 
borne, Dorothy Peterson, Dorothy 
Tree, Helena Phillips, Preston Foster, 
Frank McHugh, Reginald Mason, 
Hale Hamilton, Herbert Mundin, and 
Walter Walker. Earl Baldwin wrote 
the screen play from a story by Mary 
MacDougall Axelson. James Flood 
directed, with Elliott Nugent as co- 
director. 
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LORETTA YOUNG and ERIC LINDEN 


AN. BCONE -FVOM ENE 52 Nonsense sacesey 


Theatre’s dramatic hit, “Life Begins.” 


The film is daily proving one of the most popular ever to show at the 


Sete ta and according to Manager 


Seton ._ has already 


established a new attendance record. Aline MacMahon, ‘Frank McHugh, 
who lend a superb comedy touch, Glenda Farrell and Preston Foster are 
others in the distinguished cast. 


Out No. 36 
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ADVANCE FEATURE STORIES 


‘‘Life Begins,’’ Even Too 
Great for Word “Epic’”’ 


(Advance Feature) 


In the case of ‘‘Life Begins,’’ the magnificent and power- 
ful drama of motherhood which First National will present at 
ey es Pheatre 243 Se , the producers 
have been seeking a new word that will adequately describe it. 

From all accounts, this production, which co-features Loretta 
Young and Eric Linden, is so filled with human interest and so 
rich in emotional tug, that it rightly deserves the appellation of 


‘‘Epic.’’ It is the first great picture 
to be built entirely around life’s most 
beautiful theme, Motherhood, its en- 
tire action occurs in a maternity ward 
with most of the leading feminine 
characters patients awaiting mother- 
hood. 

But ‘‘Epic’’ has so often been mis- 
applied to pictures that the word has 
virtually lost its true meaning. 

James Flood, who co-directed it 
with Elliott Nugent, is most enthusi- 
astic about the production and feels 
it will list among the most significent 
screen triumphs of the year. 

This is unusual for a director, be- 
cause members of the tribe, regardless 


of what they really think of a pic- 
ture they have made or are making, 
usually disparage their own work. 
This attitude provides them with a 
soft place to land in case of disaster 
striking the complete product, or 
puts them in position to accept con- 
gratulations on a success. 

Flood, however, says the ‘‘feel’’ of 
the picture makes him optimistic that 
it will turn out even better than ‘‘ The 
Mouthpiece,’’ in which he accom- 
plished the dual trick of bringing 
Warren William up to starring heights 
and giving theatres one of the year’s 
most successful screen subjects. 


Advance Feature 


A Picture 


for Papa! 


By Carlisle Jones 


Don’t read this unless 
doing something at the 


all the papas 


you are a papa. Or hope to be. They’re 


.... Theatre, starting on 


, that’s never been done before. They’re going to let 
in the world in on some of the secrets they have only 
guessed at up to now, via ‘‘Life Begins,”’ 


a First National picture 


featuring Loretta Young and Eric Linden at the head of an all- 


star cast. 

So far as the average man is con- 
cerned, a maternity hospital is just 
a huge, mysterious building with an 


guarded and approached the nursery. 


ante-room filled with agitated males, | /#¢Te it was, exactly as you and I 


biting their fingers and telephoning to 
excited mother-in-laws. 


fice aww or 


hare 

‘8 a victim and announces 
the boy or a girl, or a boy 
and a i. Eventually the new papa 
is allowed to flatten his nose against 
a thick glass window and look at a 
grimacing mite which looks a little 
like Uncle Ezra did when he broke 
his plate and had to send to Chicago 


for replacements. 


Wising Up Fathers 


That’s fatherhood in these modern 
times. 

But now everything is to be dif- 
ferent. 

‘‘Life Begins’’ opens wide the hos- 
pital doors and lets the mere male 
get an intimate glimpse of the drama 
and pathos, comedy and tragedy of 
the maternity ward. 

It’s about time. 
tified forever. 

The camera and the microphone are 
going to take you places and let you 
hear things. 

We stepped gingerly past the adam- 
ant Miss MacMahon and the set she 


We can’t be mys- 


Poking Fun at Movies 
Landed Actress Film Job 


Making fun of the movies landed 
Aline MacMahon in Hollywood. She 
was appearing on the stage in ‘‘Once 
In A Lifetime,’’ a satire on Holly- 
wood which was playing in Los An- 
geles, when First National urged her 


to play a leading part in ‘‘ Five Star 
Final.’’ She is now to be seen with 
Loretta Young and Eric Linden in the 


First National picture, ‘‘Life Be- 
gins,’’ which is now showing at the 
Theatre. She has also 
appeared in ‘‘Heart of New York,’’ 
‘*Week - End Marriage,’’ ‘‘The 
Mouthpiece’? and ‘‘One Way Pass- 
age.’? Miss MacMahon was born in 
McKeesport, Pa., May 3, 1899, gradu- 
ating from Barnard College in New 
York. She got her first chance on 
the stage by pestering Edgar Selwyn 
until he gave her a part in ‘‘The 
Mirage.’’ She is five feet, eight 


3 me 
 BMheew 


and all of us fathers have seen it in 
real hospitals, glass-enclosed and 


~ 


‘enough there were eighteen babies and 


one microphone inside. There is no 
law that prevents a studio from re- 
cording the noises of a nursery all 
day long if it likes. 

Loretta Young joined us then. 

‘“You see that little one, without 
any hair and the pointed-up nose,’’ 
she asked. ‘‘I think that’ll be mine.’’ 

‘*But I like the dark haired one, 
two to the left, best,’’ said Linden. 


‘*What do you know about babies, 
anyway?’’ asked Loretta. 

‘«Well,’’ said Linden, ‘‘my brother 
has a baby. That makes me an uncle, 
doesn’t it??? 


Director Flood’s voice called for 
Eric Linden and Loretta Young. 

‘¢T’ll have to run,’’ said Loretta, 
**T’m going to have—’? 

‘“T know,’’ I blushed. 

‘*Life Begins’’ is based on a play 
by Mary McDougall Axelson and 
adapted to the screen by Earl 
Baldwin. In addition to Loretta 

A visit to the set where ‘‘ Life Be- 
gins,’’ was being photographed was 


Preston Foster Moved 
from Opera to Stage 


From opera to dramatic stage to 
the movies was the course taken by 
Preston Foster, who is appearing with 
Loretta Young in the First National 
picture, ‘‘Life Begins,’’ now at the 


Hee SL An ate Theatre. As a member 
of the chorus of the La Scala Opera 
Company, he soon worked up to second 
baritone roles, later appearing with 
the Pennsylvania Grand Opera Com- 
pany before beginning his dramatic 
experience. A singing part with 
Richard Bennett in ‘‘In Command’’ 
and a role in ‘‘Silent House’? started 
him out. He was signed to appear 
with Edward G. Robinson when he 
was playing in ‘‘Two Seconds’’ on 
the stage. He played the same role 
in the Robinson picture, and followed 
that with his part in ‘‘Doctor X’? 
and then in ‘‘Life Begins.’’? He was 
born in Ocean City, N. J., Oct. 24, 
1902. He is six feet two inches tall, 


inches tall, weighs 135 pounds, has/ weighs 200 pounds, has dark brown 


blue eyes and light brown hair. 
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hair and blue eyes. 


As virtually the entire action of |women on the pedestal that is the 


‘‘Life Begins’’ is staged in a matern- 
ity ward, with an octette of beautiful 
young screen ‘‘mothers’’ having—or 
about to have—babies, the stage was 
closed to all except the members of 
the cast, the directors and the tech- 
nical crews. Even prying publicity 
people were stiff-armed away from the 
set by husky outer guards. 


The screen play was written by Earl 
Baldwin from the original of Mary 
MacDougall Axelson. It centers about 
a young woman (lovely Loretta 
Young) who has been framed into 
prison in a murder case. Facing 
motherhood, she pleads for the right 
of the baby, who has committed no 
crime, to be born outside of prison 
walls. Her plea granted, she is taken 
to a maternity hospital and there the 
doctor and her young husband (Eric 
Linden) are confronted with the situ- 
ation of letting either the mother or 
the baby die, as both cannot live. 


How they decide the problem is the 
‘‘kick?? of the story. 


‘This is the most human story I 
ever have directed,’’ said Flood in a 
recent interview, ‘‘not only because 
it deals with life’s most sacred theme 
—motherhood—but because it shows 


not unlike that trip, or those trips 
you have made or will make to the 
maternity hospital. You couldn’t get 
anywhere. At least I couldn’t. I was 
met at the very edge of the stage by 
a very determined young woman, who 
looked like Aline MacMahon, and who 
wore a nurse’s uniform and who had 
a nurse’s blunt way of being un- 
pleasantly positive. 

““You can’t come in here,’’ said 
Miss MacMahon. 

‘“Well,’’ resignedly. 
Togote? 

Miss MacMahon looked the perfect 
answer. But what she said was: 


‘<The hospital waiting room is on 
stage two. You’ll find Eric Linden 
there.’’ 


Eric Linden, aged 21, was- there, 


‘¢Where can 
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They All Have the Jitters 
‘*T’m having the jitters,’’ he ex- 
plained. ‘‘Every line I have to say 
is hysterical. I’ve never been a father. 
Do they all talk that way?’? | 
**More or less.’’ 
‘¢And bite their fingernails?’’ 
‘<Sure.’? 
“*And walk in circles?’’ 


** Absolutely. Going around in cir- 
cles is the best thing a new father 
does.’’ 


Together we walked back over to 
stage one, which I had found guarded 
by the energetic Miss MacMahon a 
few minutes before. 

«They are going to let me on there 
in a little while,’’ said Eric. ‘‘You 
can come, too. I’ve got a scene to 


do with Loretta Young. She’s’ hav- 
ing a—’? 
‘¢Yes, yes, I know,’’ I said hurried- 


ly. 
‘*She’s having a lot of fun,’’? Lin- 
den went on in spite of my interrup- 


Loretta Young Made Her 
First Film at Age of 5 


Loretta 
really started at the age of five. The 


Young’s screen career 
young First National player who is 
featured in ‘‘Life Begins,’’ which is 
now at the Theatre, 


first appeared before the camera in a 


picture with Fannie Ward. Her popu- 
larity started, however, when she sub- 
stituted for her sister in a Colleen 
Miss Moore was so 
entranced with the young girl that 
she convinced First National execu- 


Moore picture. 


tives to give Loretta a contract. She 
has played leads opposite such out- 


standing actors as Lon Chaney, Ron- 
ald Colman, John Barrymore, Ed- 
ward G. Robinson, James Cagney, 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., and many 
others. In 1929 she was selected as 
one of the Wampas Baby Stars, to- 
gether with her sister Sally Blane, 
and has risen greatly in popularity 
since then. 


looking as worried as any new father 
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ideal of our civilization. 

‘*In this story we deal with a dozen 
different types of mother, affording 
the most intensive study of human 
emotions ever depicted for the screen, 
and presenting for the first time a 
grippingly true picture of that noble 
and hallowed mission of women, 
motherhood. It is truly a picture 
with universal appeal—one that every 
mother — every father —every man, 
woman and child past the age of 14 
should see. 

‘*We have in this cast probably the 
finest group of actresses ever brought 
together in one picture, each picked 
for her peculiar fitness to the role she 
had to play. Loretta Young, as the 
tragic young mother, has the youth, 
beauty and sentimental appeal that 
will make this one of the most memor- 
able roles of her career, no matter 
how many years she may continue on 
the screen. 


‘*Glenda Farrell, Aline MacMahon 
Dorothy Peterson, Vivienne Osborne, 
Dorothy Tree, Clara Blandick, Eliza- 
beth Patterson, Helena Phillips are all 
superb actresses, and each has such an 
outstanding role that she will be ac- 
corded special honors for her per- 
formance. 


tion, ‘‘with the eighteen babies they 
have on the set today.’’ 
‘*Highteen? Today? 


18 Babies As Extras 


You see they hire them as extras. 
care of three women who saw to it 
Only they have to pay a lot of money 
for them. Enough to buy each one 
of them a good layette.’’ 

‘““Do they photograph them?’’ 

“<Sure, but the law only lets the 
company photograph the babies for 
thirty seconds at a time and not more 
than twenty minutes a day under the 
lights, all told.’’ 


17-Day-Old Star Handled 


(Advance Feature) 


There is not a star in filmdom who 
receives the homage, concessions and 
consideration recently accorded Dixee 
Lee Haley. Greta Garbo, Ruth Chat- 
terton and Constance Bennett aren’t 
in it when it comes to working con- 
ditions and salary. 


Dixee’s big moment came in ‘‘ Life 
that heartgripping, First 
National drama of motherhood which 
comes to the .................. Theatre 
It was her first appearance before the 
camera. Directors who were used to 
telling big stars what’s what in no 
uncertain terms, were cowed and ob- 
sequious in the face of Dixee’s slight- 
est whim or fancy. 


Begins,’? 


The scene in which she was to ap- 
pear was rehearsed for over two hours 
without her, so that the other players 


BIOGRAPHICAL SHORT FEATURES 


Frank McHugh Born to 
Professional Career 


Frank McHugh, who is featured 
prominently in the First National pic- 
ture, ‘‘Life Begins,’’ which is now 
playing at the Theatre, 
is an actor by heritage. His entire 
family was and is actively engaged 
in the theatre. As far back as 1909, 
Frank McHugh was playing child 
parts in one night stands and stock 
companies. He varied his stage ex- 
perience by being both actor and 
stage manager in London as well as 
in this country. He was brought to 
the movies on the insistence of Frank 
Fay, and was cast with the latter in 
‘‘Bright Lights.’? Among the many 
pictures he has appeared in are ‘‘ The 
Front Page,’’ ‘‘Traveling Hus- 
bands,’’? ‘‘Corsair,’’ ‘‘Top Speed,’’ 
‘Men In The Sky,’’ §‘Union Depot,’’ 
‘<High Pressure,’’ ‘‘Millie,’?’ ‘‘The 
Crowd Roars,’’ ‘‘The Dark Horse,’’ 
and ‘One Way Passage.’? Born in 
Homestead, Pa., he is five feet, seven 
inches tall, weighs 147 pounds, has 
blue eyes and brown hair. 


‘* Husbands and doctors being some- 
what necessary in a play dealing with 
birth, special attention was devoted 
to selection of the male members of 
the cast. Hale Hamilton, Eric Lin- 
den, Preston Foster, Frank McHugh, 
Herbert Mundin, Reginald Mason, 
Walter Walker and Terrence Ray are 
all well known and all rate among the 
top flight of present-day screen actors. 

‘“With such a cast and a superb’ 
story, I cannot help but think that 
‘‘Life Begins’’ will instantaneously 
be accorded the premier position 
among the year’s finest dramas, and 
I exclude the directorial phases of the 
production when I make this forecast. 
The story is a ‘natural’, with all the 
elements of fine drama, humor and 
sentiment that go to make perfect 
theatre entertainment. 

‘*Incidentally, this is a story that 
supplies a sharp example of the dif- 
ference between stage and screen writ- 
ing. It is a theme in a setting whose 
magnitude could not be given ade- 
quate and understandable stage pres- 
entation; and therefore never should 
have been written as a play in the 
first place. It is strictly and ideally 
screen material, for it requires the 
unlimited scope of the motion picture 
camera for complete interpretation. ’*’ 


might be letter perfect by the time 
she appeared on the set. 

During her wait, she was assigned 
a dressing room and placed in the 
that everything she wanted was forth- 
coming immediately. 

When all was finally in readiness, 
voices were hushed and all necks 
craned toward the door of the dress- 
ing room from which she was to 
emerge. She was escorted to the 
set and given her position. 

Nothing was heard but the voices 
of the players as they spoke their 
lines. 

The scene over and there was a 


chorus of stifled sighs of mixed re- 
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she was taken to the dressing room 


where she was thoroughly examined 
by a trained nurse to see that the 
exertion of the work had not hurt 
her. The O.K. report was given to 
a second woman, a welfare worker, 
who duly noted it on her report ecard. 
Then the third woman, who acted as 
guardian, took Dixee to a waiting 
limousine and escorted her home. 

And that is how Dixee Lee Haley, 
seventeen days old, conquered Holly- 
wood. : 

‘‘Life Begins,’’ in which Dixee ap- 
pears, is based on a play by Mary 
McDougall Axelson, adapted by Earl 
Baldwin. Loretta Young and Eric 
Linden are co-featured with Aline 
MacMahon, Preston Foster, Glenda 
Farrell, Frank McHugh, Vivienne Os- 
borne, Dorothy Tree, Reginald Mason, 
Walter Walker, Herbert Mundin, 
Dorothy Peterson, Helena Phillips, 
Hale Hamilton, Ruthelma Stevens, 
Terrence Ray, Elizabeth Patterson 
and Clara Blandick in the cast. It 
was directed by James Flood, with 
Elliott Nugent as co-director. 


Eric Linden Only 22, Has 
Climbed Rapidly to Fame 


Two youngsters who appeared to- 
getther in ‘‘The Crowd Roars’’ have 
skyrocketed to fame since then. One 
of them is Ann Dvorak and the other 
is Erie Linden, who is now seen with 
Loretta Young in ‘‘Life Begins,’’ the 
First National picture which is now 
Theatre. Linden 
was born in New York City just 22 


years ago. His father was an actor, 
and Erie spent most of his life in 
and around the theatre. He scored 
highly with the Theatre Guild before 
coming to Hollywood about a year 
ago. . His first picture of importance 
was ‘‘Are These Our Children?’’ be- 
sides which he has appeared in 
‘¢Young Bride,’’? ‘‘Roadhouse Mur- 


der,’? and ‘‘Big City Blues.’? 


CURRENT FEATURE STORIES 


Care of 10 Babies in 
‘Life Begins, ’’ No Cinch 


(Current) 

‘‘Ten babies, stand by,’’ read the call-sheet for ‘‘Life Be- 
gins,’’ the remarkably powerful and beautifully acted drama of 
a maternity ward in which Loretta Young and Eric Linden are 
co-featured at the Theatre this week. 


What ‘‘ten babies, stand by’’ really meant, of course, was 
for ten mothers to stay at home, close to the telephone and ready 
to start for the studio on ten minutes’ notice. 

It was necessary to have the babies 
for ‘‘Life Begins,’’ which deals with 
the drama, pathos, comedy and tra- 
gedy which meet in the maternity 
ward of any hospital. 


Baby and mother receive $75 for 
each day’s work, if the baby is un- 
der 30 days old; $50 if the child is 
between thirty and ninety days old 
and $25 for babies between ninety 


Ever ossibl f i 
oe eeard: for thelr days and six months of age. 


welfare and comfort was provided by 
the studio in accordance with the. 
laws of California. 


The children are secured through 
the Los Angeles Board of Education 
and the studio signs an agreement to 
be fully responsible for any possible 
injury resulting from the picture work 
for six months following the appear- 
ance. 


No child under seventeen days of 
age can work in pictures. 


Each baby working must be ex- 
amined each day by the representative 
vf the city’s board of health, to pre- 


“vent any possible spread of any con- The contracts are signed by studio 


executives, a member of the Board of 
Education and the mother of the 
child. 


tagious disease. 


30 Seconds Limit for Babies 


Babies can not be photographed 
more than thirty seconds at a time, 
nor more than twenty minutes all told 
in any one day. 


The pay for ‘‘standing by’’ is $10 
per day for the mother, and it must 
be paid for each day the mother keeps 
herself and baby ready to start for 

; the studio on notice. 


Two hours on the set is considered ‘¢We want ten new-born babies for 


Tough on Casting Office 

James Flood and Elliott Nugent, 
assigned the ticklish job of directing 
the screen’s first intimate picture of 
a maternity ward, knew what they 
were in for when they gave that or- 
der. 


And William Forsyth, who took the 
order in the casting office, realized 
what he was in for. He called up 
several maternity hospitals and got 
the names and addresses of about 
fifty recently discharged confinement 
cases. 


With two assistants, he made the 
rounds of the mothers. ‘‘Would you 
like to put your little baby in the 
movies?’’ he asked. 


That was just the beginning of his 
job. He had to transport the mothers 
and babies to the Board of Education 
in downtown Los Angeles. 


He had to crowd into elevators with 
scolding mothers and bawling infants. 
He had to see that all the children 
were thoroughly examined by the 
Board of Education doctor and per- 
mits to work issued—and then take 
When the eall 
came in for them to report on the 


them home again. 


set, Forsyth had to get cars again 
and bring them to the studio. 


Trained Nurse in Charge 


Josephine Gellerman, the trained 
nurse who acted as technical adviser 
on the picture due to her experience 
as @ nurse in real maternity wards, 
came in for a large share of the work 
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in attending the children in the cozy Loretta Young, Eric Linden and 


room prepared for them just off the | Dorothy Peterson weren’t considered 


stage. for a moment. 


She had to check up on mothers’ 
schedules, see that the infants were 
fed and kept dry. In this she was 
assisted by Lois Horne, the studio’s 
official school teacher and welfare 
worker, who is responsible to the 
Board of Education for the babies’ 
welfare, although paid for by the 
studio. 


If it had been Chatterton, Bennett 


or Kay Francis instead of these three 
they would have had to play second 
fiddle to the babies just the same. 
You can’t reason with newborn tem- 
perament—nor trifle with the rules of 
the Los Angeles Board of Education. 


At last James Flood uttered thse 
There were several scenes to be| final ‘‘Cut!’’ 
taken, some in which Loretta Young 
appeared alone and others with Eric 
Linden and Dorothy Peterson. Five 
scenes to be shot with a total of 
twenty minutes actual shooting to in- 


sure their being perfect. 


The babies and their mothers were 
loaded into four big cars under the 
supervision of Misses Horne and Gel- 
lerman and Messrs. Fox and Forsyth. 
A man with a satchel full of money 
He checked 
over names and ages of the babies 
before paying them: 


‘‘John Blake, 51 days old; Hugh 
Binyon, 34 days; Grace Axtell, 40 
days; Harry Colas, 32 days; Alan 
Weeks, 32 days; Richard Henderson, 
34 days; Lou May Ingball, 37 days; 
Franklyn Spendley, 34 days; Martin © 
Perolio, 40 days; Malcolm Raeder, 36 
days.’? 


went from car to car. 
Each time the lights were snapped 


on, a stop watch clicked in Lois 
Horne’s hand. As it neared the thir- 
ty seconds limit, she signaled to the 
directors. 


There were camera set-ups and 
changes of angles to take care of. 
The sound recorder had to emerge 
from his booth a couple of times to 
arrange the microphone in a better 
position. The bawling and screeching 
of ten healthy babies often proved 
too much competition for the lines 
the principals had to speak. 


They all came in the fifty dollar 
class and were paid accordingly. 


On a motion picture set, babies are 
not what you might call blessed 
events, but ‘‘Life Begins,’’ simply 


Stars Disregarded 
could not be made without them. 


Precious minutes were consumed be- 

‘‘Life Begins’’ is based on the 
play by Mary McDougall Axelson, 
and adapted to the screen by Earl 
Baldwin. 


tween scenes while occasionally babies 
were lifted out of their cribs to be 
deftly diapered by Josephine Geller- 
man. 


a full day. the nursery sequence tomorrow.’’ 
Current Feature 
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Happiness—Contentment 


You can truthfully call Loretta Young, First National’s fea- 
Se eer TOW ate the? 2.3 tiie en Theatre in 
‘‘Life Begins,’’ the richest girl in filmdom. 


From the standpoint of dollars and cents she may not rank 
with many others we can name off-hand, but in the matter of 
happiness and contentment, she is Hollywood’s richest girl. 


The reason is that Loretta Young prefers the Simpler 
Things in Life. 

One of these days, Loretta says, 
she is going to turn up very much 
married. But it is going to be one 
of those heaven-made matches that 
will withtstand the wear and tear of 
time. Her one sad experience has 
given her wisdom—and when her next 
choice is made, it will be on a per- 
manent foundation with the idea of 
having a child as one of its big fea- 
tures. 


This, then—motherhood—is the only 
unfilled desire of Loretta Young. 
Aside from this she considers herself 
abounding in everything that life can 
give to make her happy. 


When she is not working, she never 
gets up before 11 A.M.—no matter 
how early she went to bed the night 
before. While she is working it is 
another matter altogether, for then 
she must be up even before steno- 
graphers and shop-girls. 


In the matter of food, rare fillets 
and odd edibles do not thrill her in 
the least. She heartily enjoys a cheese 
sandwich and a glass of milk when 
she feels in need of a snack. The 
most delicious dish she can think of 
is the cheese pie with custard filling 
that her mother makes—and she’d 
walk a mile for lemon tarts and chick- 
en tamales. 


Loretta does not care to be another 
Duse or Bernhardt. The idea of be- 
ing a great tragedienne leaves her 
cold. All she wants is to make the 
name of Loretta Young always wel- 
come on the screen and to play her 
type of roles to perfection. 


Not Crazy About Clothes 


Gorgeous clothes don’t mean a thing 
to her. She has plenty of them for 
every movie star has a certain stand- 
ard of living to live up to. But for 
every day wear she prefers pajamas. 


She can derive extreme satisfaction 
from the smallest of things. Most of 
her requirements to make life worth 
while living are within the reach of 
any working girl. 


Has Simple Tastes 


She does not care to own a yacht 
nor an imported, rakish car. She 
drives a Buick coupe. 


The beach cottage fad of most of 
the stars does not appeal to her. The 
modest house in which she lives on the 
outskirts of Hollywood is all she wants 
the year round. If she wants to go 
in swimming, it is a very short drive 
from there to the beach at Santa 
Monica. 


One reason for this sort of costume 
is that she does not care to wear 
stockings or uncomfortable shoes. San- 
dals are her ideal footwear. 


She does not care for elaborate 
celebrations on Christmas, Thanks- 
giving or any other holiday. Nothing 
in the world could keep her from 
spending these -holidays with her 
mother and three sisters. Among them- 
selves they have a real family get- 

‘und the fireplace and sit 
~rtkey dinner as though 
ch a meal once a year. 
vury is to sleep late. 


She does not care to play bridge 
or any card games. When it comes 
to indoor sports she gets a huge kick 
out of parlor games. 

One of her favorite sports is roller- 
skating. 

Week-end yachting trips, or jaunts 
to the various resorts within reach of 
Hollywood can’t compare to the trips 


| family or some. of her neighbors. 
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she takes to the mountains and out| Erj¢e Linden Runs Gamut 
of Human Emotions While 


in the country in company with her 


ua 
matter of evening gowns and limou- 
sines. Outside of the occasional pre- 
mieres which she attends, movie-going 
is a matter of taking mother and sis- 
ters to a neighborhood theatre. 


Perfumes Only Luxury 


Her love for delicate perfumes is 
the farthest she has gone in her de- 
sire for luxuries. 


She is just a girl whom success has 
not spoiled—and who wisely realizes 
that it is the Simple Things in Life 
that bring the greatest happiness. 


‘¢Life Begins’’ is based on a play 
by Mary McDougall Axelson, adapted 
to the screen by Earl Baldwin. Loret- 
ta Young and Eric Linden are co- 
featured with a cast composed of 
Aline MacMahon, Preston Foster, 
Glenda Farrell, Frank McHugh, Vi- 
vienne Osborne, Dorothy Tree, Regin- 
ald Mason, Walter Walker, Herbert 
Mandin and Dorothy Peterson. It was 
directed by James Flood, with Elliott 
Nugent as co-director. 


18 Babies in 
“Life Begins” 


The large number of Holly- 
wood mothers who have man- 
aged to get their offsprings into 
pictures from time to time, were 
exuberant when they heard that 
the First National studio was 
seeking 18 babies for use in 
“Life Begins,” one of the most 
unusual pictures ever to go into 
production at the Warner Bros. 
studio. The casting director was 
besieged by 300 mothers, who 
brought their children, ranging 
in age from two years to eight, 
to the studio, in hope of secur- 
ing a part. However, their hopes 
were blasted when they were told 
that only babies less than 60 
days of age were wanted. “Life 
Begins” is now playing at the 

Theatre with 
Loretta Young, Eric Linden, 
Glenda Farrell and Frank Mc- 
Hugh. 
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With forced cheerfulness—Forcefully 
Touched—His voice breaking 
Alarmed—Controlling self with di® 
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ing 


“| Almost hysterica®' ovat. 
Frantically—Almost insan 
xiety 

Terrified—Upset 
Fiercely—Through his teeth 
Deeply shaken 

Try that on your mirror if you 
want to learn how to register ‘‘ An- 
xiety’’ in the movies. 
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(Current Feature) 


There was a time when any trouper 
who could ‘‘register’’ Joy, Fear, 
Hate, Love and Anger with any de- 
gree of convincing facial change felt 
entitled to become a movie player. 


She (or it even might be a He) 
would probably have one set grimace 
for each of these emotions—but how 
about the thousands of shadings of 
each of these? There are such, you 
know, as Eric Linden can show you 
with conclusive proof. 


When Linden was handed his script 
for a part in the First National pic- 
ture ‘‘Life Begins,’’ now current at 
the Theatre, he was 
told merely that he was to portray an 
anxious father awaiting the birth 
of his child in a maternity ward. 


It is possible for anyone to stand 
before a camera and make a facial 
contortion that would accurately regis- 
ter over the caption of ‘‘ Anxious 
Father Awaiting The Birth Of His 
Child In A Maternity Ward.’’ In 
fact, it might fit the general title of 
‘“ Anxiety,’’ but in motion pictures, 
especially those of the talking variety, 
such an emotion needs a lot of nu- 
ances before the picture is completely 
presented. 


‘‘Life Begins’’ is based on a play 
by Mary McDougall Axelson, and 
adapted to the screen by Earl Bald- 
win. Loretta Young and Hric Linden 
are co-featured at the head of one 
of the largest and most brilliant casts 
Hollywood has provided in one pic 
ture this year. Some of the well 
known players being Aline MacMa- 
hon, Preston Foster, Glenda Farrell, 
Frank McHugh, Vivienne Osborne, 
Dorothy Tree, Reginald Mason, Wal- 
ter Walker, Herbert Mundin and 
Dorothy Peterson. It was directed by 
James Flood, with Elliott Nugent as 
co-director. They also directed ‘‘The 


Mouthpiece’’ for the same studios. 


8 Mothers Without 
Children Used in 
“Life Begins” 


Eight mothers without one 
single child any one of them 
could call their own! Yet each 
called upon by her role to por- 
tray the real intimate emotions 
of an expectant mother. 

That was the anomalous situ- 
ation which confronted the cast 
during the filming of “Life Be- 
gins,” the First National film 
now at the Theatre. 
The entire action of the picture 
takes place in a hospital ma- 
ternity ward, and the script 
called for eight women to play 
the roles of the new mothers. 
On checking over the actresses 
who played these roles, it was 
discovered that not one of them 
was a mother in real life. They 
are Loretta Young, Glenda Far- 
rell, Gloria Shea, Clara Blandick, 
Vivienne Osborne, Elizabeth 
Patterson, Ruthelma Stevens and 
Dorothy Tree. 

‘Others in the cast of “Life 
Begins” are Eric Linden, Aline 
M .cMahon, Preston Foster, 
F ank McHugh, Walter Walker, 
Dorothy Peterson, Gilbert Ro- 
Ind and Hale Hamilton. 


As far as Eric Linden’s part in 
‘<Life Begins’’ is concerned, his ac- 
tion and speech start on an hysterical 
note and end that way. His role 
carries through the entire production, 
and with practically no let-up he regis- 
ters nothing but ‘‘ Anxiety.’’ 


But this word, or rather its ad- 
jective, is mentioned only once in the 
script in connection with the part he 
plays. Before his speeches as they 
are written in the script there are 
parenthetical directions for their de- 
livery which carry him through the 
entire gamut of emotions he must de- 
pict to make his role convincing. _ 


Copying them consecutively as one 
turns the pages of the script of ‘‘ Life 
Begins,’’ Erie Linden’s lines carry 
the following specifications: 
Pounecing on nurse—In confusion 
Looks about him dejectedly—Embar- 

rassed : 


Puzzled—Swallowing hard 
Appealingly—Anxiously (sic) 
Impatiently—Protesting 
Stubbornly—With a catch in his voice 
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